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Iran, Qatar sigh comprehensive co-op
agreement at joint economic committee

The 10th Iran-Qatar Joint Economic Committee meeting concluded on Thursday,
December 12, in Doha, with officials from both nations pledging to enhance
bilateral economic ties and increase trade to $1.0 billion annually.

The meeting, co-chaired by Iran’s Minister of Energy Abbas Ali-Abadi and Qatar’s
Minister of Commerce and Industry Sheikh Faisal bin Thani bin Faisal Al Thani, focused
on expanding cooperation across multiple sectors, including energy, infrastructure,
and trade.

The event featured four specialized committees: Trade (covering commerce, banking,
and insurance), Infrastructure (transport, agriculture, and ICT), Social and Cultural
(tourism, health, and research), and Energy (water, electricity, oil, and gas). Over 60
representatives from public and private sectors of both countries participated in the
discussions.

Ali-Abadi emphasized the strategic importance of the partnership, saying, “Today’s
economic relations between Iran and Qatar require a strategic outlook.” He noted
that current trade between the two countries stands at approximately $200 million
annually, with plans to increase it fivefold to $1 billion in the near future.

The official further highlighted a significant energy project involving a 200-kilometer
undersea power line to connect Iran and Qatar’s electricity networks. Initiated in
March 2023, the feasibility study is in its final stages, with implementation set to follow
approval.

“This project will revolutionize power transfer between the two nations during peak
demand periods and enable electricity transit to third countries,” Ali-Abadi stated.

He also expressed Iran’s readiness to welcome Qatari investors, envisioning mutual
investments of at least $1 billion annually. Key focus areas include energy, transport,
free trade zones, tourism, healthcare, and agriculture.

The Iran-Qatar Joint Economic Committee, established in 1995, has facilitated
significant achievements, particularly in water and electricity sectors. The 10th
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session underlined both nations’ commitment to translating agreements into tangible
outcomes and fostering regional cooperation.

At the end of the meeting, the two sides signed a comprehensive cooperation
document to determine the framework of cooperation in the coming year.

Global Trade and Investment Opportunities

Along With Festivals of International Cultural Relations

wwww

Hlreslimsalimssllmeelins el ==

Nov 23-29, 2024

Visiting hours: 16:00 to 22:00

- Kish International Exhibition Center
Uit cangiq

Exhibition Topics
¢ Business Development Capacities
o Investment Opportunities
o Transit Capacities
o Production and Industrial Cooperation
o Technology Exchange and Knowledge-Based Products
s Tourism Development

info@kishexpo.net
www.kishexpo.net
www.4faslco.com
Secretariat:+98-9031239281
Sales office:+982122556893

Capacity of Iran,s free

trade zones reaches
1.4m TEUs

Iran’s free trade zones collectively offer
a bulk capacity of 61 million tons and
1.4 million TEUs, with the ability to
handle 12 million passengers annually,
the secretary of Free Zones High
Council reported during a meeting with 3
President Masoud Pezeshkian.
Duringthe session, RezaMasrourpresented
a review of the maritime economy and port
capacities of key free zones, including
Anzali, Kish, Qeshm, Chabahar, Arvand, j
Bushehr, and Mazandaran, Tasnim News s
Agency reported.

In this meeting, President Pezeshkian
underscored the importance of fully
utilizing the existing capacities of free
trade zones. He called for the preparation of a strategic roadmap for these zones and
emphasized the development of north-south and east-west transit corridors, with input
from prominent consultants in the free trade sector.

Iran’s free trade zones play a crucial role in facilitating trade, investment, and tourism
by offering tax incentives, reduced tariffs, and streamlined regulations. The southern
zones, such as Chabahar, Kish, and Qeshm, serve as key gateways for trade with
the Indian Ocean, while northern zones like Anzali and Mazandaran provide critical
access to the Caspian Sea region.

The Chabahar Free Zone, in particular, holds strategic significance as a transit hub
connecting Iran to Central Asia, Afghanistan, and India via the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC). Meanwhile, Kish and Qeshm are pivotal for tourism and
energy-related industries, with advanced port infrastructure to support containerized
and bulk cargo handling.

The total capacity of 61 million tons of bulk cargo and 1.4 million containers highlights
the zones’ potential to strengthen Iran’s position as a regional logistics hub. Additionally,
the ability to accommodate 12 million passengers annually reflects the zones’ growing
role in boosting tourism and maritime transport.

Officials emphasized the need to address challenges, including infrastructure
development and modernizing port facilities, to fully capitalize on the economic
opportunities offered by the free zones.
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On Kish Island, one of the most beautiful islands in Iran,
the Avesta cruise ship welcomes passengers aboard.
As the largest cruise ship in the country, it offers a two-
hour cruise every night accompanied by live music.
The Avesta cruise ship, with its high capacity and diverse
facilities, provides a unique experience for passengers. It
features a coffee shop where guests can enjoy stunning
views of the sea and Kish Island while indulging in a selection
of drinks and refreshments.

One of the standout features of the Avesta ship is that
children under four years of age can board for free. This
policy allows families to share this memorable experience
together and create lasting memories.

Travelers can easily book this unique experience online
through the Rome Tour website. As one of the leading
tourism platforms in Iran, Rome Tour offers a variety of
services to travelers, including hotel reservations, ecotourism
accommodations, tours, and entertainment.

Passengers are advised to arrive at the pier half an hour
before the ship’s departure.

Experience Luxury Aboard the Avesta 50 Kish Cruise Ship
in Iran

The Avesta 50 Kish cruise ship is one of the most modern
and well-equipped vessels in the southern waters of Iran.
Added to the Kish marine tourism fleet in 2018, it has quickly
become one of the most popular cruise options for tourists.

The Avesta 50 Kish, measuring 50 meters in length and 12

meters in width, can accommodate up to 250 passengers.
With its unique design and high safety standards, this ship
ensures a comfortable and enjoyable journey. One of the
ship’s distinctive features is its advanced stabilization sys-
tem, which minimizes motion even in adverse weather con-
ditions.

Equipped with state-of-the-art navigation systems and mod-
ern safety equipment, the Avesta 50 Kish guarantees pas-
senger safety at the highest level. The experienced captain
and crew have all completed specialized training and are
prepared to provide professional services to guests.
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The Avesta 50 Kish cruise ship offers an unforgettable
experience by providing diverse and high-quality services.
From short cruises lasting a few hours to full-day trips, this
vessel caters to marine tourism enthusiasts with a variety of
options.

.Facilities and Services ofr the Avesta 50 Kis

Ship)

The Avesta 50 Kish cruise ship aims to create a luxurious
and memorable experience for its passengers by offering
various facilities and services. Below are some of the most
important amenities available on board:

ruise

a) Public Spaces|
» Sun Deck: This open area at the highest part of the ship

allows passengers to enjoy the sun and sea views. Com-
fortable seating and movable canopies ensure passenger
comfort.

* Main Hall: This hall is equipped with an air conditioning
system, comfortable seating, and a stage that showcases
beautiful sea views.

« Coffee Shop: The Avesta 50 Kish features a well-equipped
coffee shop serving a variety of drinks and light meals.

: ecreational Facilities:

*Screening Hall: A small hall is available for showing movies
and hosting various events on the ship.

C) Special Services:|

*Professional Photography: A professional photographer
accompanies passengers during the trip to capture special
moments.

*Henna Services: A small stall offering local henna and body
art designs created with henna

(henna-bandi) is available on board.

d) Sarety and Hea acilities:

*Rescue Equipment: The Avesta 50 Kish is equipped with
various rescue equipment, including lifeboats, life jackets,
and life rings.

Fire Extinguishing System: An advanced fire extinguishing
system is installed throughout the ship.

*Health Protocols: Following the Covid-19 pandemic, health
protocols continue to be implemented in all areas of the ship.
The Avesta 50 Kish cruise ship strives to meet the diverse
needs of its passengers and create a memorable experi-
ence through these various facilities and services.

. Cruise Routes of the Avesta 50 Kis
The Avesta 50 Kish offers daily cruises that each have

their own unique charm. Typically lasting one to two hours,
these routes allow passengers to enjoy the ship’s programs.
Please note that the tour schedule may change depending
on weather conditions and the time of year.

Discovering the Best Times to Cruise on the Avesta 50 Kish
in the Persian Gulf

It is also possible to book private tours with customized

itineraries. On these tours, passengers can take advantage
of the various facilities of the Avesta 50 Kish cruise ship and
create unforgettable memories of their journey in the Per-
sian Gulf.

4. The Best Time to Travel on the Avesta 50 Kis
Cruise Ship

Choosing the right time to travel on the Avesta 50 Kish cruise
ship can significantly impact the quality of your experience.
In this section, we will examine the different seasons and
weather conditions in Kish to suggest the best times for a

sea trip.

[A) Autumn Season [(October to December):

Autumn is one of the best seasons to travel on the Avesta 50
Kish cruise ship. During this season, temperatures become
more moderate, and humidity decreases. The waters of the
Persian Gulf are also calmer, providing ideal conditions for
cruising. Additionally, you can witness the migration of birds
to the mangrove forests, creating a spectacular sight.

B) Winter Season (December to March):
Winter is also a good season to travel on the Avesta 50 Kish
cruise ship. The temperatures are very pleasant during this
time, allowing you to spend more hours on the sun deck of
the ship. However, it should be noted that on some days,
strong winds may blow, which can affect the schedule of
cruises.

pring Season (April to June):

Early spring is another favorable time to travel on the Avesta
50 Kish cruise ship. During this season, the weather begins
to warm up, but the nights remain pleasant. However, start-
ing in mid-May, temperatures and humidity levels begin to
rise.

| D) Summer Season (July to September]): |

Summer is the hottest season in Kish and is generally not
recommended for sea tours. High temperatures and elevat-
ed humidity can make travel uncomfortable for some pas-
sengers. Therefore, the Avesta 50 Kish typically does not
operate during the summer season.
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Iran’s Special Economic Zones recorded $8.5 billion in exports over the first
eight months of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20-November 21),
according to Reza Masrour, secretary of the Iranian Free Zones High Council.
Masrour highlighted government support in revising regulations that were originally
intended for the domestic market but were applied to free zones. “We plan to amend
specific regulations, particularly those concerning vehicle imports,” he said. “While
gasoline-powered passenger cars can be imported into the mainland, such imports
are currently restricted in free zones. We are working to address this issue through
a directive.”

He also mentioned the lack of a unified strategy for the free zones, saying: “While most
zones have had their individual master plans, there hasn’t been a comprehensive
strategic document for all regions.”

“We are currently developing a strategic roadmap that will identify each zone’s
priorities. The document is expected to be finalized within two months and submitted
to the Free Zones High Council. This will help investors determine where and how to
focus their investments,” he added.

On the issue of value-added tax (VAT) on products manufactured in free zones,
Masrour criticized its implementation, stating that it has increased production costs
and deterred investments.

“Our proposal is that VAT should only apply when goods produced in free zones are
imported into the mainland,” he said.

Addressing digital economy initiatives, Masrour revealed that a strategic plan for
advancing the digital economy in free zones is being developed in cooperation with
Sharif University of Technology.

“Free zones focused on the digital economy are considered next-generation zones,
or seventh-generation zones,” he explained.

The official reaffirmed the economic significance of Iran’s special zones, noting that
their $8.5 billion export performance in the mentioned period reflects their role in
supporting Iran’s trade and economic development.

The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian
calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March 1990) following the fall in the country’s oll
income in the preceding year which prompted the government to promote non-oil
exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were established in the south of the country.

Special economic zones export $8.5b
of goods in 8 months

The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone established in 1368 on Kish Island in the
Persian Gulf and the second one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the year
after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also established in the country since
then, including Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand
in southwestern Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade zones and the establishment of new FTZs
has become one of the major economic approaches of the Iranian government.

Iranian Scientists Use

Nanotechnology to Increase
Strength of Dental Crowns

in radiographic images,” Atayee said.

Attracting Foreign
Tourists: An Agenda

for the Kish Free
Zone Organization

Iranian researchers at a knowledge-based
company managed to bolster the strength and
stability of dental crowns by using modified
nanoparticles and new technologies.

“Fiber dental posts, under the brand name
of AtraPost, which will soon be presented to
the market, have been made as a result of a
combination of advanced technologies in the
production of polymer and dental materials,”
said Mohammad Atayee, the managing director
of the knowledge-based company.

Noting that the product consists of a polymer
matrix made of epoxy and glass reinforcing
fibers, he said, “In this innovative design, the
glass fibers are stretched longitudinally by
pultrusion, which provides high strength and
durability of the posts.”

“To improve the radiographic performance,
AtraPost is equipped with a thin stainless steel
rod that facilitates its detection and observation

“The use of nanomaterials in the structure of
dental adhesives not only improves product
performance, but also can also create a
fundamental transformation in the maintenance
and care of dental crowns,” he added.

In a relevant development in January, a company
in lran had also succeeded in manufacturing
nanocomposite dental cement based on
zinc phosphate with high anti-corrosion and
antibacterial properties for tooth restoration.
“Nanocomposites are the latest generation of
dental composites that enjoy higher strength
and resistance than other composites,” Nazanin
Farhadyar, the managing director of the
knowledge-based ‘Nano Pouyesh Yekta Nano’
company, told ANA.

“Conventional non-nano zinc phosphate cements
are not antibacterial and are less hard than other
cements due to their low thickness, but the nano
zinc phosphate composite made in our company
has high anti-bacterial and anti-corrosion
properties and is used as a dental cement for
orthodontics, bridges and restoration,” she
added.

Development and production of nano materials,
different types of special and custom nano
catalysts, nano absorbents, nano fibers, natural
polymer nano capsules, and metal nano
oxides, and holding specialized courses in the
field of commercialization of nano products,
start-up of new nano technologies and safety
of nano materials are other activities of the
knowledge-based company.

! i

Mohammad Kabiri, CEO of the Kish Free Zone Organization,
met with Seyyed Reza Salehi Amiri, Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, to discuss strategies
for developing tourism and increasing the number of foreign
tourists visiting Kish Island. During this meeting, issues
such as allocating special facilities to the tourism sector,
strengthening airlines to expand flight routes, and creating
amenities for foreign tourists entering Kish were discussed
and reviewed. Emphasizing the unique potential of Kish in
both domestic and international tourism, Mohammad Kabiri
invited the Minister of Cultural Heritage to closely assess the
development process of infrastructure and tourism projects by
visiting Kish Island. Both parties underscored the importance
of collaboration and synergy between the Kish Free Zone
Organization and the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts to transform Kish into one of the primary
destinations for foreign tourists in the region.
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