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Review of Marine-Oriented Development
Plans in the Parliament’s Urban Development
Commission

On Tuesday, December 24, 2024, a session of the Industries and Mines
Commission of the Parliament of the Islamic Consultative Assembly was
held with the presence of Reza Masroor, Secretary of the Supreme Council
of Free Zones.

The second meeting of the commission, attended by the Secretary of the Supreme
Council of Free Zones, the President’s Representative for Marine - Oriented Policy
Coordination, the Minister of Roads and Urban Development, and the Head of the
Ports and Maritime Organization, focused on reviewing marine - oriented development
plans.

In an interview with a correspondent of House of Nation News Agency, Abdoljalil
Eri, spokesperson of the Parliament’s Urban Development Commission, explained
the details of the meeting. He emphasized:

“Despite having over 5,000 kilometers of coastline, we have not utilized the
sea’s capabilities effectively, and serious attention must be paid to developing a
marine-based economy in line with the policies of the Supreme Leader.”

He added that to ensure the precise implementation of these policies, it was
decided that the Ports and Maritime Organization and the government would
prepare and present a report on their actions to the commission.

Following the commission’s conclusions, this report will be submitted to the
Parliament floor for the application of section 45 of the Parliament’s Internal Rules
of Procedure. This legal process in Parliament aims to expedite the amendment
of relevant legislation to support the marine-based economy and facilitate the
execution of the Supreme Leader’s policies.
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Outstanding performance
of 3 Kish Taekwondo
practitioners in the
National Poomsae League

The 20th Specialized
Exhibition on the Building

Industry and Related
Industries Held in Kish
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The Taekwondo practitioners from Kish Island returned
home with four medals from the National Poomsae League
competition.
In these competitions, held in the final week hosted by Kashan,
three Taekwondo practitioners from Kish Island participated. By
the end of the event, Amirreza Mehraban earned a silver medal
in the individual category and another silver in the team category.
Pourya Asgari secured a bronze medal in the team category,
while Amirali Asgari achieved a silver medal in the creative team

Kish Island will host enthusiasts and
professionals in the building industry for four
days.

technologies.
The exhibition will be open daily from 5:00 PM to
10:00 PM, welcoming residents, tourists, enthusiasts,

Poomsae category.

It is worth mentioning that these athletes were warmly welcomed
upon their return by the heads of the Taekwondo Association, the
Public Sports Association, and the Sports Deputy of the Kish Civil,
Water, and Services Company.

Notably, this marks the second consecutive year that these
athletes have participated in this competition under the support
and sponsorship of the General Sports Association of the Kish
Free Zone.

According to the Public Relations and International
Affairs Office of the Kish Free Zone Organization,
the 20 th Specialized Exhibition on the Building
Industry and Related Industries will take place from
December 24th to 27th at the Kish International
Exhibition Center.

Covering an area of over 4,000 square meters,
the event will feature the participation of nearly
100 domestic companies, including knowledge -
based companies specializing in smart building

and business owners in this specialized field.

The key objectives of this exhibition include the
development and growth of the construction and
infrastructure industry, along with showcasing
modern products related to the building sector.
These include faucets, air conditioning systems,
interior design materials such as stone, elevator
installations, smart building technologies, and
safety equipment.




Is diversification the future for free zones?

Once seen as straightforward hubs for trade
and investment with tax benefits, free zones are
becoming more dynamic, with a focus on diversity,
digitalisation, and decarbonisation.

While free zones may always have been inherently
diverse, their future arguably lies in supporting a
wide range of industries, and fostering an inclusive
environment where it is easy to do business.

The UAE’s Jebel Ali Free Zone (Jafza) — owned and
operated by multinational logistics company DP World
— was named fDi Intelligence’s Industrial Zone of the
Year in 2024 for supporting global manufacturing and
logistics operations. From food and agriculture to
petrochemicals, healthcare and automotive, the zone
is adapting to rapidly changing global demands and
responding to the urgency of innovation. In 2023, it
facilitated $169bn in trade value from more than 10,700
businesses.

The macroeconomic impact of this is significant,
boosting non-oil bilateral trade and local manufacturing.
Jafza’s trade platforms, such as Bharat Mart and Yiwu
Market, are creating opportunities for businesses to
access new markets and expand their reach.

In 2023 the free zone managed more than 10mn tonnes
of trade in automotive, food and beverage (F&B) and
chemicals. From ready-to-use infrastructure to bespoke
solutions for various sectors, the expectations for free
zones to deliver on changing market dynamics are
surging — and multimodal connectivity is changing the
game. Globally, 90 per cent of everything traded today
is shipped by sea.

Diversifying transport options is helping
connectivity, cut costs, and build resilience.
Local manufacturing is getting an unprecedented
boost, in line with the UAE’s aim of increasing the
manufacturing sector’s contribution to the country’s
GDP, and through a series of bilateral Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAs).

A diversified industrial base, single customs-bonded
area, reduced transit times, improved market
access, last-mile delivery, reduced costs and the
opportunity to minimise environmental impact provide
a huge competitive advantage in today’s global trade
landscape in which businesses have to grapple with
geopolitical tensions, rising shipping costs and supply
chain vulnerabilities. Diversity — in sector, connectivity
and culture — is at the heart of building resilience to
these challenges and making supply chains more
open, nimble and responsive.

improve

echnology growth and digital transformation

Technologies such as artificial intelligence, Internet of

Things and blockchain are no longer just aspirational;
they also provide a huge competitive advantage. The
global supply chain industry is growing more complex
as customer demands for immediate and seamless
logistics increase, and businesses seek better control
and visibility of product journeys.

Smart technologies can be a huge advantage for free
zones and integrated logistics hubs, such as the town
of Jebel Ali, which is home to both Jafza and the largest
port in the Middle East. From monitoring cargo in real
time, to managing inventory, anticipating disruptions
and enhancing transparency, digitalisation is enabling
DP World itself to streamline processes, and improving
efficiencies in its logistics operations. The bigger
opportunity lies in leveraging this technology to expand
the reach of free zones and encourage new sectors to
access new markets.

For example, the rapid growth of ecommerce since
the pandemic has created new demands for logistical
efficiency and spurred innovation within free zones.
Strategic partnerships are also facilitating paperless
cross-border transactions, creating an integrated digital
experience for end-to-end logistics, reinforcing the role
of free zones as a key enabler of global trade.
Opportunities from renewables

Green energy is another sector witnessing a trade
surge, justas free zones are rapidly progressing towards
ambitious goals to reduce carbon. In 2024, Jafza was
awarded fDi Intelligence’s Sustainable Zone award for
its commitment to sustainability, as the zone is on track
to achieve its 2030 target. It has also received the Sci-
ence Based Targets Initiative verification — considered

the gold standard in sustainability target setting — and

~ =

in 2023, it sourced International Renewable Energy
Certificates (I-RECS) from the Dubai Water and
Electricity Authority, making Jafza fully powered by
renewable energy.

Individual businesses are already striving to reduce the
carbon footprint of their supply chains in the face of
growing pressure from investors and regulators to act
quickly1[2]. As for free zones themselves, there is a
palpable shift towards renewable energy adoption, as
well as water and energy conservation.

While reducing emissions in this sector is complex,
possibly the biggest challenge weighing on companies
is balancing economic impact and sustainability.

Take food security as an example. It is among the
Middle East’s most pressing concerns, and Jafza is
responsible for more than 25 per cent of Dubai’'s F&B
trade value. By aligning objectives with the UAE’s
National Food Security Strategy 2051, the company
is stimulating investments to build resilience in food
supply chains.

The future is more ambitious. We’re entering an era
fuelled by purpose, with free zones exploring more
clean energy sources, championing zero waste,
sustainable building materials and design principles,
and expanding natural areas for carbon sequestration.
Ultimately, trade will only remain viable in a low-carbon
future. The sooner we can all accept this, the better it
will be for companies, countries and communities.
Abdulla bin Damithan is CEO and Managing Director
of DP World GCC

1[2] According to Deloitte, 75% of companies have
increased investments in sustainability, with 65% of
companies citing changes in the regulatory environment
as the reason for action.

Kish to Host the First
Firefighting Exhibition

CEO of Kish Merchants and Traders
Association: Prioritizing Entrepreneurial
Motivation on the Kish Island
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Kish Island is preparing to host the inaugural International Exhibition of
Firefighting, Crisis Management, and Rescue, scheduled from January
22nd to 24th, 2025.

This event is organized by Sepentas Kish Company at the Kish International
Exhibition Center.

Ahmad Gholamian, the executive director of the exhibition, stated that the
event is supported by several key organizations, including the National Disaster
Management Organization, the Iranian Red Crescent Society, the Iran Airports
and Air Navigation Company, and the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organization.

The exhibition will serve as a platform to showcase the latest advancements by
manufacturers and producers in the fields of firefighting, crisis management, and
rescue.

Rahman Sadat Najafi, CEO of the Kish Merchants and Traders Association,
emphasized the critical role of entrepreneurs in wealth creation and helping the
country navigateits currenteconomicchallenges. Speakingatan entrepreneurship
gathering at the University of Applied Science in Kish, he stated that motivat-
ing business innovators and entrepreneurs should be the highest priority for
decision-makers on Kish Island.

Challenges and Missed Opportunities:

Najafi also addressed the perceived lack of support from national-level authorities
towards free zones, noting that 70% of the law governing these zones remains
unimplemented. He argued that fully implementing this law would enable the entire
country to benefit from the advantages offered by free zones.

He contrasted the untapped potential of Iranian free zones with the progress made
by neighboring countries, highlighting them as unique opportunities for creating and
expanding businesses. He urged authorities to support entrepreneurs, whom he called
“wealth creators,” and to provide incentives for business innovators to prevent valuable
talent and ideas from leaving the country.

Importance of Institutionalization:

Najafi further underscored the necessity of establishing robust business frameworks,
citing the Kish Merchants and Traders Association as a model. He mentioned that it
serves as a successful example of institutionalization and is being replicated in other
free zones across the country.

Additionally, he pointed out the shortage of skilled human resources in Kish Island’s
business sector, highlighting the crucial role universities play in mitigating this gap.
Collaboration and Training Initiatives:

According to Najafi, such meetings are valuable for students before they venture into
the business world. He announced that the Kish Merchants and Traders Association is
prepared to familiarize students with successful business processes on the island.
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Google Cloud’s Center of Excellence
Opens in Qatar’s Free Zones to
Bolster Qatar’s Digital Capacity

—

The Ministry of Communications and Information

Technology (MCIT), Google Cloud and Qatar Free
Zones Authority (QFZ) announced the official
opening of the Google Cloud Center of Excellence
(CoE) at the Business Innovation Park in Ras
Bufontas Free Zone.

This milestone reflects the successful, long-standing
collaboration between MCIT, Google Cloud and QFZ
to further accelerate Qatar’s digital innovation, cloud
adoption, and skills development. The Google Cloud
Center of Excellence will play a pivotal role in building
digital capacity within the State of Qatar.

The Center of Excellence was officially inaugurated by
H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Faisal Al Thani,
CEO of Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZ); H.E. Mrs.
Reem Al-Mansoori, Assistant Undersecretary of Digital
Industry Affairs at the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (MCIT); and Mr. Ghassan
Costa, Regional Country Manager of Google Cloud, in
a ceremony attended by several high-profile dignitaries
and distinguished guests.

The ceremony featured keynote remarks, a ribbon-cutting,
and a tour of the new Center of Excellence.

The CoE builds on the launch of the Doha Google
Cloud Region last year, which brought Google Cloud’s
state-of-the-art technology to Qatar to enhance cloud
adoption across industries and allow businesses to

-

access powerful data analytics, machine learning,
and Al capabilities. The CoE further amplifies Qatar’s
digital transformation journey by providing world-class
cloud training, supporting startups in scaling their
businesses, and facilitating cutting-edge research on
cloud-based solutions.

In addition to these offerings, the Center will serve as
an incubator for high-potential startups and a hub for
cloud innovation, positioning Qatar as a regional leader
in digital transformation, and supporting its efforts to
build a knowledge-based economy in alignment with
Qatar National Vision 2030.

H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Faisal Al
Thani, CEO of Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZ),
said: “This marks a true milestone in Qatar’s digital
capability-building journey. Our years of collaboration
with MCIT and Google Cloud have culminated in this
achievement.

What makes the Center of Excellence particularly
significantis its role as an enabler, localizing technology
and building human capital that goes beyond utilizing
cutting-edge technologies to actively creating and
innovating with them.

Qatar is emerging as the premier hub for digital
innovation in the MENA region, a transformation that
reflects the collective commitment of government and
private stakeholders who believe in our nation’s vision.

As momentous as today’s announcement is, | want
to emphasize that this is just one step in our ongoing
journey. QFZ will continue to attract world industry
leaders to Qatar, further cementing our position as a
global technology destination.”

On the occasion, H.E. Mrs. Reem Al-Mansoori,
Assistant Undersecretary of Digital Industry Affairs,
at the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology (MCIT), said: “The launch of the Google
Cloud Center of Excellence is a further step in our
journey towards transforming Qatar into a regional
leader in cloud computing and digital innovation.

This collaboration aligns with Qatar’s National Vision
2030 and our Digital Agenda 2030, enabling us to upskill
our workforce, provide further meaningful support to
startups in Qatar, and foster sustainable economic
growth.

The Google Cloud CoE in Qatar will provide a new bench-
mark for the region in driving innovative technological
advancements.”

Mr. Ghassan Kosta, Regional Country Manager of
Google Cloud, said: “Google Cloud is proud to partner
with Qatar Free Zones Authority and the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology and to
launch this state-of-the-art Center of Excellence. Our
goal is to equip individuals and businesses with the
tools they need to succeed in the digital age.

Through the CoE, we will provide training, support,
and resources that will help foster a community of
cloud innovators, ultimately contributing to becoming
a leader in digital transformation across the region.”
The collaboration between MCIT, QFZ, and Google
Cloud dates back to before 2020 when Google Cloud
first announced that it would launch a cloud region in
Doha, the first such facility in the GCC and North Africa
region. This collaboration deepened in 2021 with the
agreementtodevelopthe Centerof Excellence, followed
by a supplementary Memorandum of Understanding
between QFZ and Google Cloud in 2022 to further
support the CoE’s establishment and operations.
The same year saw MCIT and Google Cloud sign a
framework agreement aimed at accelerating digital
transformation initiatives and adoption of digital and
cloud technologies. In May of 2023, the Doha Google
Cloud Region was officially launched.

The Google Cloud Center of Excellence is set to play
a key role in Qatar’s digital transformation efforts,
providing essential cloud-based training and support
to businesses and individuals alike. This initiative
underscores the commitment of MCIT, QFZ and Google
Cloud to building a future-ready, innovation-driven
economy. Through this collaborative effort, the CoE
will foster a new era of growth, digital innovation, and
technological excellence in Qatar and beyond.

Inauguration of the Southern Music Triathlon Festival in

.\.4:‘,.,1;,.u...fa|,m..huu,u

~bﬁ Gl
° l .8

BAGPIPE "3‘“ L

3ixhigasds Jlsciund

ﬂ_,a,l,f,:‘,.._\'al,lula.-uh,h

i Wl s i

hoosigaic
eriPe| 7 s’

Sy shrwgasldod Ulggd TS

A-SL,Q,I;,;Q._JQI,IA.:.I:—UI-,L‘

NATIONAL

FESTIVAL Ol o
Foixsdrugoclaid lgsind | Uifuainl

Kish Island

The Southern Music Triathlon Festival began with a spectacular performance on its

Music Festival.
Purpose and Impact of the Festival

cultural heritage and diversity.

first night, showcasing the talents of Khuzestani musical groups.

The event was organized with the participation of notable officials, including the CEO of the
Kish Free Zone Organization, the Deputy Head of Tourism, and the Deputy Head of Cultural
and Social Affairs at the Kish Free Zone Organization.

the first night of this exciting cultural event featured performances by Khuzestan’s music
groups, marking the beginning of a two-night celebration.

This festival, held in honor of the birthday of Imam Ali (AS), will continue on January 23-24,
with performances from Hormozgan musicians, before concluding with the Bushehr Night

This event is aimed at promoting the indigenous music of southern Iran, which is rich in

The festival, which took place at the Maryam Concert Hall, attracted more than 1,000 music

Iranian music.

enthusiasts, making it one of the key cultural gatherings on Kish Island.
The festival was executed in cooperation with the National Ney-Anban Festival Secretariat
of Kish Island, highlighting the region’s unique role in supporting and preserving traditional
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Free Trade and Special Economic
Zones

Free trade and special economic zones play an important role in
promoting economic growth and attracting foreign investmentinIran.
With tax exemption, relaxed regulations, improved infrastructure,
access to markets, and government support, free trade and
special economic zones are poised to play a significant role in
driving economic growth in the years to come. By attracting
foreign investment and promoting economic development, free
trade and special economic zones can help build a stronger, more
prosperous lran.

&~

Free Trade and Industrial Zones

Free Zones are geographical boundaries which are often established
in the vicinity of borders and customs port of entry to support domestic
industry and facilitate the import, export, and transit of goods, and
impose simpler customs formalities than the mainland. Those Zones
are out of the scope of many mainland laws and, because of the
facilities, possibilities, exemptions and privileges provided for them,
are in a position to provide a good platform for producers of export
goods, traders and transit industry activists.

The Free Zones are governed by their own rules, which have been
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. Tax exemptions, exemption
from bank interest and customs duties, lack of administrative and
foreign exchange formalities, as well as ease of export and import
processes which ultimately lead to the attraction of foreign capital are
the most important features of the Zones.

Free Trade-Industrial Zones are under the supervision of the
Free Trade-Industrial Zones Organization and the powers of the
decision-making organizations in the mainland are delegated to this
organization in the Zones.

Following the approval of the first social, economic and cultural
development plan of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the agreement
of the Parliament on the basis of Note 19 of this Plan, the three Free
Trade-Industrial Zones of Kish, Qeshm and Chabahar commenced
their activities respectively in 1989, 1990 and 1991. The law on
establishment and managing of the Zones was adopted by the
Parliament in September 1993, and over time other zones joined
the collection of the Free Zones. Arvand, Aras, Maku, Bandar Anzali
and Imam Khomeini Airport Free Trade-Industrial Zones have been
included in the list of Free Zones during the past years.

The main focus in the development of these Zones is to encourage
industrial exports, attract foreign capital and technologies, strengthen
transit channels and empower the Country’s position in the field of
international trade.

Advantages of investment and activity in the Free Trade and Industrial
Zones of Iran

The management of each free zone is the responsibility of a single
organization, called the Free Zone Organization, and this makes the
conditions and process of investment and business establishment
in the free zones of Iran much faster and easier than the mainland.
Some advantages of investment in the Free Zones of Iran include the
following:

* Possibility of registration and 100% ownership of the company by
individuals or companies with non-Iranian citizenship

» Complete freedom in the entry and exit of capital and profits derived
from economic activities

» Special logistics access to Asian and European transit channels

» Exemption from customs duties for the importation of raw materials
and industrial machinery for production units

* Custom exemptions and simpler formalities in the export and
re-export of goods

* Exemption from paying income and asset tax for 20 years from the
date of establishment

» Easy issuance of visas for foreign nationals working in the Zones

» Compliance with the labor laws for the Free Trade and Industrial
Zones, which are different from the laws of the mainland

* Enjoyment of flexible banking and monetary services and easy
currency exchanges through Iranian banks and their branches in the
Zones and foreign countries

Kish, Qeshm, Chabahar, Aras, Bandar Anzali, Arvand, Maku and

Imam Khomeini International Airport city currently constitute eight
Free Trade-Industrial Zones of Iran.

In addition to the above- mentioned generalities and goals, each of
the Zones, according to their geographical, climatic and social char-
acteristics, pursue their own particular objectives and missions, which
are outlined on the dedicated page of each Zone on the website of
https://freezones.ir/en

Special Economic Zones of Iran

According to the text of the law, a Special Economic Zone is defined as
follows: “A specific geographical boundary in which the customs laws
of the country are not enforced; and is established with the purpose of
facilitating the import and export of goods, and supporting domestic
industries as well as attracting new technologies for production and
regional development activities at the customs entries/exits and
border points of the country, is called a Special Trade-Industrial
Zones.”

Also, in paragraph “d” of Note 25 of the Law on the Second Five-Year
Plan for Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, adopted in 1993, stipulates:

“To support domestic production and development of non-oil exports
and to mobilize the regional economy, the government may estab-
lish special protected zones at entry points or domestic customs.
The importation of goods from the mentioned zones, for domestic
consumption, shall be subject to export and import regulations, and
the export of goods from these zones shall be done without any
formalities.

Since the First and the Second Development Plans refer to the Zones
as “customs protected areas”, the Supreme Council chose the title
of “Special Economic Zone”, in 1995, for these Zones, to clarify
ambiguities.

Free Trade and Special Economic Zones play an important role in
promoting economic growth and attracting foreign investment in Iran.
Here are some key features of free trade and special economic zones
in Iran:

Relaxed Regulations: Regulations in free trade and special economic
zones are often less restrictive than in other parts of the country,
making it easier for businesses to operate and grow. This includes
fewer restrictions on business activities, trade, and investment.
Improved Infrastructure: Free trade and special economic zones in
Iran are typically developed with high-quality infrastructure, including
transportation links, utilities, and telecommunications services. This
infrastructure provides businesses with a supportive environment
in which to grow and succeed, making it easier to start and grow a
business.

Access to Markets by Special logistics access to Asian and
European transit channels: Free trade and special economic zones
offer businesses access to new markets, both domestically and
internationally. This provides businesses with the opportunity to
reach new customers and expand their reach, helping them grow
and succeed.

Government Support: The government of Iran is supportive of free
trade and special economic zones, providing funding and other forms
of support to help these organizations succeed. This includes tax
incentives, investment guarantees, and other forms of support that
help businesses grow and succeed.

Attracting Foreign Investment: By providing a favorable business
environment and access to markets, free trade and special economic
zones in Iran can help attract foreign investment. This investment can
help drive economic growth, create jobs, and improve the standard of
living for the local population.

Free trade and special economic zones play an important role in
promoting economic growth and attracting foreign investment in Iran.
With tax exemption, relaxed regulations, improved infrastructure,
access to markets, and government support, free trade and special
economiczones are poised to play a significantrole in driving economic
growth in the years to come. By attracting foreign investment and
promoting economic development, free trade and special economic
zones can help build a stronger, more prosperous Iran.




