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The photo series “Towards the Light” by the artist photographer from Kish
Island was showcased in the photo book and exhibition of the world’s most
prestigious international photography competition, “2024 HIPA.”

According to the public relations and international affairs department of the Kish Free
Zone Organization,Hossein Tehori,an accomplished and renowned photographer
from Kish Island, who has achieved many successes in national and international
festivals and competitions, has participated in this competition three times.

For the second time, he succeeded in reaching the final stage of this prestigious
international event, “2024 HIPA,” and his work was included in the photo book and
exhibition, representing photographers from 125 countries in the Portfolio section of
the competition.

“Towards the Light” is the name of the photo series, which focuses on the birth and
movement of the endangered hawksbill sea turtles on their journey toward the light to
reach the sea.

These turtles, which are at risk of extinction, are being protected on Kish Island, and
efforts have been made for years to conserve this species.

It is noteworthy that the 13th edition of the Hamdan International Photography Award
(HIPA) in 2024 was held with the theme of sustainability, addressing environmental
and life challenges through the power of photography.

Additionally, Hossein Tehori had previously reached the final acceptance stage in
the 10th and 12th editions of this prestigious photography event, and in total, for the
second time, his photos were published in the “HIPA 2024” photo book and exhibited.

Attractions of Kish Through the Lens of
Hossein tahavori Became Global in the
International Competition

p9aSe JIadily & saxe 3 Olae> 355>
(,__49__.-01 | gl A___Jgull

= HIPA

Tehran prepares for 18th Intl. Tourism

Exhibition: Focus on

TEHRAN - On Monday, the unveiling ceremony of the poster for the 18th
Tehran International Tourism and Related Industries Exhibition was held at
the Persian Gulf Hall, hosted by the Deputy of Tourism.

The event was attended by prominent figures including Anoushiravan
Mohseni-Bandpey, Deputy of Tourism at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts; Seyyed Mostafa Fatemi, Director General of Domestic Tourism at
the same Ministry; Mostafa Shafiei-Shakib, President of the National Tourist Guides
Association; and Hormatollah Rafiei, President of the Association of Air Travel and
Tourism Agencies.

Scheduled to take place from February 11 to 14, at the permanent exhibition venue
in Tehran, the 18th International Tourism and Related Industries Exhibition aims to
showcase Iran’s diverse cultural, geographical, and historical tourism potential.
Speaking at the event, Mohseni-Bandpey highlighted three essential elements for
tourism development; attraction, security, and infrastructure.

The deputy minister underscored Iran’s richness in cultural heritage, climatic diversity,
and religious tourism, particularly the revered shrines such as those of Imam Reza
and Hazrat Masoumeh.

The official further outlined the government’s strategy of comprehensive utilization of
all tourism capacities, stressing the need for private sector involvement to address
existing challenges and support tourism businesses.

“Initiatives like affordable travel packages, banking credit cards for tourists, education,
empowerment [of the local communities], and international travel exchanges were
noted as crucial steps.”

He then sharpened the focus on the need for updating public transportation as a
prerequisite for the tourism surge. “For example, in preparation for a tourism arrival
of 19 million people in the year, 500 aircraft and 8,000 buses should be added to the
country’s transportation fleet, all currently in the planning stages.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official emphasized the necessity of enhanced
promotional efforts for the exhibition, stating, “Every initiative requires optimal
presentation, and we must strive for greater promotional efforts despite past
weaknesses in advertising.”

Regarding this year’s exhibition theme, “Peace among Iranian Tribes and National
Harmony,” Mohseni-Bandpey highlighted increased private sector participation, with
1,700 investors and 750 investment packages.

“Invitations have been extended to 12 [foreign] ministers and 20 foreign ambassadors
to further showcase Iran’s domestic tourism potential and strengthen international
relations.

Fatemi, discussing the exhibition’s objectives, noted recent tourism sector crises and
emphasized the event’s role in fostering tourism development. He compared this
year’s focus on reducing previous shortcomings, enhancing private sector visibility,

unity and opportunity

two g

and promoting national unity.

Fatemi detailed the diverse exhibition layout, with governmental booths giving way
to a more prominent private sector presence this year. He emphasized the inclusion
of Iran’s cultural provinces, free zones, and private sector entities, each showcasing
unique tourism aspects.

In terms of facilities, the exhibition will feature dedicated sections for food and health
tourism, highlighting indigenous crafts and providing annual tourism packages.
Meanwhile, Rafiei, the head of the Association of Air Travel and Tourism Agencies,
called for early environmental advertising for the exhibition and urged national media
to provide detailed coverage to enhance public engagement. He also requested
governmental facilitation in tax matters to prevent currency outflow.

Another speaker, Yaavar Abiri, president of Iran’s Ecotourism Associations,
highlighted the significant presence of ecotourism in this year’s exhibition, with
outdoor exhibition spaces allocated for eco-tourism showcases and ceremonial
events.

With expectations high for the 18th Tehran International Tourism Exhibition,
stakeholders across government, private sectors, and specialized associations
are gearing up to make this event a pivotal platform for showcasing Iran’s tourism
attractions and capabilities.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a bonanza from its numerous tourist spots such
as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums,
churches, towers, and mansions, of which 28 are inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list.




The Population of
Gazelles on Kish Island
Has Reached 1,075

Based on the latest census conducted in January 2024, with the
cooperation of the residents of Kish and wildlife and environmental
enthusiasts, the population of gazelles on Kish Island has reached
1,075 individuals.

Out of the counted gazelles, 848 are living freely in their natural
habitats, 155 are in the Gazelle Park, and 72 are located within the
boundaries of the Kish base and airport area.

According to the recorded mortality data from the Environmental
Protection Department, 54% of the deaths are due to road accidents.
Adhering to speed limits on roads that pass through these habitats could
significantly reduce casualties. Other factors contributing to gazelle
mortality include disease, hunting by stray dogs, illegal hunting, and
other threats.

The gazelles on Kish Island are of the Iranian Gowater gazelle species.
In 1984, in an effort to enhance the island’s natural tourist attractions
and revive the population of this protected species, 30 gazelles were
transferred from Khark Island to Kish Island.

Completion of the Eighth
Well in the Kish Gas Field
Development Project

Shariatmadari and Kabiri visited the
completion process of the eighth well in
the Kish Gas Field.

During this visit, the CEO of the Persian
Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company, the
CEO of the Kish Free Zone Organization,
the Friday Prayer Leader of the island, and
the commander of the Kish Basij Resistance
Corps visited the site of the completion of
the eighth well in Phase One of the Kish Gas
Field Development Project at the Kish Field
Drilling Site No. 1.

The mentioned drilling site covers an area
of approximately 25 hectares and includes
six gas wells, five of which have already
been fully completed. The second drilling
site for Phase One of the Kish Gas Field
Development Project, which covers about 30
hectares, has eight gas wells, three of which
have already been completed.

With the completion of the eighth well in the

Kish Gas Field Phase One development
project, and the completion of well No. 3 in
Cluster 1 of the dry land wells, the created
production capacity in the drilling section
is 570 million cubic feet of gas per day
(equivalent to 16 million cubic meters of gas
per day).

Once the remaining six wells in both drilling
sites are completed, the daily gas production
from the field will reach 28.3 million cubic
meters per day.

Out of the 14 wells initially planned, 8 have
been completed, and the remaining 6 wells
will be completed and ready for operation by
2025 (1404 in the Persian calendar).
According to the planned schedule, in the
coming vyears, with the construction of
necessary refinery facilities, the extracted
gas from Kish Island will soon be connected
to the national gas network of Iran.
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Popular attractive entertainment
In Kish Island Tours

excitement both on and under the water. This new entertainment device is located
at Simorgh Beach.

Several luxury and lavish cruise ships operate as recreational vessels on Kish
Island, and tourists can dedicate at least one day of their tour to enjoying these
ships. These ships offer a variety of facilities, including live music, aquatic and
non-aquatic activities, restaurants, cafes, and various sports for tourists. Notable
ships include Avesta, Tara, and Navid, which are among the luxury attractions in
Kish tours.

Kish boasts several water parks, one of which is the Marina Inflatable Water Park.
This park is a floating inflatable facility on the Persian Gulf, enhancing the fun with
its inflatable structures. Located near the Marina Hotel beach, it is accessible to both
children and adults. Tourists can engage in sports and recreational competitions
with friends during their Kish tour.

Safari or desert driving is also available in Kish Island, allowing tourists to enjoy
the thrill of high-speed driving over the desert’'s dunes. This center offers various
- motorcycles and specialized vehicles for rent and driving. While not as extensive as
iﬂ”” : | the desert safaris in the Gulf countries or Africa, it remains one of the most exciting
: i and luxurious attractions in Kish tours. Even children and teenagers have access
to special vehicles for participation in this safari.

Where to Find the Best Kish Tour?

A trip to Kish Island is primarily recreational, with most tourists visiting ~L-astMoment’is a tourism startup that has been active since 2012, now recognized

for leisure, relaxation, and shopping in this beautiful Persian Gulf island. 25 2 reference for domestic and international tours. It offers a variety of tours,
Therefore, Kish tours are often described as tours of recreational activities, ncluding last-minute packages, to its audience.

particularly water sports. In this report, Kamapress highlights the most ' i
popular and unique luxury attractions in Kish tours.

The Kish Marine Recreational Complex is one of the best places for those coming
to Kish for water sports. It is the premier center for water and marine activities in
Iran, capable of entertaining tourists for several consecutive days. Some of the best
activities available at this center include scuba diving, parasailing, jet skiing, banana
boat rides, speed boating, water skiing, shuttle rides, and ballooning. Besides water
sports, visitors can also enjoy the cinema, cycling, and other land-based activities.
The complex features separate beach areas for men and women for swimming,
and it offers restaurants, cafes, and shopping centers.

Watching Horror Movies in the 7D Cinema

Another thrilling activity in Kish tours is purchasing tickets for the 7D cinema, which
conveys all the excitement of a film. In addition to motion and sound, elements
like water and wind are used to enhance the experience, immersing viewers in
the movie’s atmosphere. For more excitement, be sure to visit during horror film
showings. The 7D cinema is located in the Pardis 2 Commercial Complex.

Among the water and marine activities in Kish tours, a newly introduced experience
that is operating for the first time in Iran on Kish Island is Sea Bob riding. While
resembling a jet ski, the Sea Bob offers differences that make it more thrilling.
Riders lie on the Sea Bob and hold the controls, allowing them to experience the
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The book*Participation of Developing Coastal
Areas in Global Maritime Trade” Published

The book “Participation of Developing Coastal Areas in Global Maritime Trade” was
authored by the Director of the Kish Ports and Maritime Organization.

This book,written in five chapters with a focus on the southern coasts of Iran by “Mehdi
Emamdad Tari,” the Director of the Kish Ports and Maritime Organization, has been published.
In the book’s introduction, the author refers to maritime trade as one of the most important
pillars of the global economy and highlights its vital role in today’s world.

He discusses the role of coastal areas, especially developing countries that have utilized
their geographical position to become significant economic hubs.

In the first chapter, the author addresses “Introduction to the Blue Economy,” and in the
second through fifth chapters,he discusses“The Necessity of Marine Tourism, Global
Maritime Trade, the Importance of Coastal Areas, as well as the Southern Coasts and Global
Maritime Trade.”

Emamdadi also points out in his book the importance of direct access of coastal countries to
international shipping routes and these countries’ high capacity for participation in the global
supply chain.

“‘Mehdi Emamdadi” holds a bachelor’'s degree in economics and a master’s in maritime
transport, with experience in both the maritime and economic sectors.
He is currently serving as the Director of the Kish Ports and Maritime Organization
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Free zones urged to develop trade
development frameworks

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) has called for the preparation of trade development plans
for the country’s free trade zones, highlighting their potential for
economic growth through trade.

According to a Monday report by the TPO, Mohammad Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi emphasized the untapped potential of free zones and their
ability to bolster trade during a joint meeting with Reza Masrour,
Secretary of the Free Zones High Council.

While acknowledging concerns about free zones becoming import
hubs, Dehnavi stressed that imports can lead to the development
of infrastructure, such as customs facilities and roads, which could
transform these zones into production centers.

“Imports and exports are interrelated. By creating the right infrastructure
and planning imports in free zones, we can fulfill consumer demand
and improve people’s welfare,” Dehnavi stated.

The official underscored the importance of preparing trade development
documents tailored to each free zone’s unique strengths. These
plans, he said, would help set quantifiable goals and foster systematic
development. He expressed the TPO’s readiness to collaborate with
free zones to implement these plans and monitor progress.

He further noted the significance of export growth for addressing
import-related challenges, explaining, “A positive trade balance can
resolve many economic concerns. Each free zone can leverage the
Eurasian Economic Union agreement to expand trade with neighboring
countries, benefiting from reduced tariffs on many goods.”

To mitigate the potential risks of imports, Dehnavi suggested that
free zones utilize tools such as hosting international trade exhibi-
tions and forming sister-city partnerships with neighboring regions.
He also emphasized the need for specialized task forces to address
trade-related issues and enhance collaboration with neighboring
countries.

Masrour, in turn, stressed the need for a joint export development
framework to support export-oriented investments. He called for closer
cooperation with the TPO to address policy challenges, including
customs regulations for passenger goods and imported products.

He highlighted the importance of enhancing export capabilities through

measures such as establishing Export Management Companies
(EMCs) and specialized export consortia to target key markets. He
urged the TPO to support these initiatives and ensure the alignment of
policies to unlock the full potential of free zones.

The official also pointed to the critical role of commercial attachés
in showcasing the potential of free zones to foreign investors. He
announced plans to appoint trade advisors to neighboring countries to
strengthen economic ties and attract foreign investment.

The meeting concluded with an emphasis on organizing joint trade and
exhibition events. Masrour also highlighted the potential for promoting
“halal tourism” and export-driven tourism within free zones as part of
a broader strategy to boost exports. To ensure implementation, he
proposed assigning dedicated economic and legal teams to oversee
the agreed initiatives.

These discussions mark a significant step toward realizing the economic
potential of Iran’s free zones, turning them into dynamic hubs for trade
and investment.




