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The Necessity of Proper and Friendly
Behavior Towards Iraqgi Tourists in Kish

(( Article by: Heshmatollah Kazemi Rad

Iraqi tourists form a significant portion of the foreign visitors to Kish Island due
to their fondness for Iranian culture and the ease of traveling to the island. The
presence of these tourists not only enhances the local economy but also brings
cultural and social benefits. To fully capitalize on this opportunity, it is essential
to create a friendly and welcoming atmosphere.

The experience tourists have at a destination largely depends on not only the natural
beauty and facilities but also on the quality of interactions with the locals, including
shopkeepers, taxi drivers, hoteliers, and market vendors.

Iraqi tourists who travel to Kish are introduced to Iranian culture and hospitality. Friendly
and professional behavior can significantly affect their positive experience, which they
will share with their fellow countrymen.

Due to their fascination with Iranian culture and the ease of travel to Kish, Iraqi tourists
constitute a considerable share of the island’s foreign tourists. Their presence boosts
local businesses—from taxis and hotels to restaurants and market shops. Proper and
professional behavior towards these tourists can turn them into regular visitors and
even encourage their families and friends to visit Kish.

To make the most of the presence of Iraqi tourists, it is crucial to promote a culture of
hospitality among all community members:

Taxi Drivers: Drivers should treat passengers with respect and patience and offer fair
rates. Hoteliers: Providing professional services, maintaining cleanliness, and catering
to the specific needs of tourists will increase their satisfaction. Market Vendors: Warm
and honest interactions with vendors can earn tourists’ trust and encourage more
purchases. Local People: Kind and accepting behavior towards cultural differences
will leave a lasting impression on tourists.

A positive experience for Iragi tourists will not only encourage repeat visits but also ~ Ultimately, proper and friendly behavior towards Iraqi tourists in Kish is not only an
prompt them to share their experiences with others. ethical responsibility but also a long-term investment in the island’s economic and
Word-of-mouth marketing: Positive reviews and praise from Iraqi tourists will serve as  tourism development. Creating a pleasant and friendly environment for these tourists
the best advertisement for attracting more visitors. Sustainable tourism is achieved through community-wide cultural education can position Kish as one of the most
when tourists feel comfortable and respected and continuously return to the destination.  popular tourist destinations in the region and enhance its international standing.
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Allocation of 20 Billion Rial Subsidy to the
Fifth Kish Book Fair

The Acting Deputy for Cultural
and Social Affairs of the Kish Free
Zone Organization announced the
allocation of a 20 billion rial subsidy
for the fifth Kish Book Fair.

According to Tasnim Kish, Masoud
Rahbari,on the sidelines of the opening
of the fifth Kish Book Fair,which is being
held at the International Exhibition
Center, stated: Based on the plans made
and to support tourists and residents of
Kish in purchasing books, a 20 billion
rial subsidy has been allocated for this
exhibition.

He highlighted that, according to the
negotiations and agreements made with
publishers and the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance,each national
ID holder will receive a five million rial
subsidy at this exhibition.

The Acting Deputy for Cultural and Social
Affairs of the Kish Free Zone Organization
emphasized that in addition to the allo-
cated subsidy,all books available at this
exhibition will be offered at a 10% dis-
count,and publishers will also separately

provide discounts for book enthusiasts.
Rahbari announced the presence of
150 publishers at this exhibition and
mentioned that the fifth Kish Book Fair
will be open to visitors until February 8th,
operating in both morning and afternoon
sessions.

He noted that free transportation
services have been arranged for visitors
to the exhibition from four main points
in Kish. Additionally,plans have been
made to facilitate free visits for students,
along with special discounts.

Rahbari outlined that various programs
have been organized for the fifth Kish
Book Fair, including family visit tours,
children’s illustration workshops,
multiple contests such as book painting,
reading, and speaking (in both Persian
and English).

The fifth Kish Book Fair, with its
allocated subsidies, special discounts,
and diverse side programs, provides a
unique opportunity for book and culture
enthusiasts. This exhibition not only ben-
efits the residents of Kish but also offers

domestic and international tourists a
chance to get acquainted with different
books and publishers up close. Besides,
access to books with allocated subsidies

and special discounts can help promote
reading culture in Kish and other parts
of the country.

Resumption of Hotel Evaluation and

Grading in Kish after a Decade

The Acting Deputy for Tourism of
the Kish Free Zone Organization
announced the standardization and
reassessment of Kish hotels with
the participation of the private sector
to enhance tourism services in the
region.

With the presence of Ali Hasannloo,the
Acting Deputy for Tourism of the
organization,the hotel evaluation and
grading project in Kish started with the
Gamberon Hotel.

During the unveiling ceremony of this
project at the Gamberon Hotel,Hasannloo
referred to the 10-year hiatus in
implementing this crucial initiative as
being due to managerial and policy
changes among officials.

He added that there is a consensus
on the necessity of this project, and
fortunately, tourism communities have
cooperated well in this area.

He emphasized that the implementation
of this project aims to align the needs
of tourists with standard criteria,leading
to better services being provided to
tourists,ensuring their satisfaction,
and generating sustainable profits for
tourism centers.

Hasannloo stated that there is no higher
priority in tourism than tourist satisfaction.
He added, Tourism has two wings:one
is the tourist,and the other is the
investor,There must always be a balance
between the two to achieve sustainable

of

Stagnation

tourism,Evaluating and standardizing
hotels aims to provide guidance to
operators for offering deserving services
to tourists,clarify the type of services
received, retain loyal customers, create
memorable experiences, and ensure a
pleasant travel experience.

Expressing happiness and welcoming
the initiation of this project with
private sector cooperation, Hasannloo
highlighted the supervisory and governing
role of the Kish Free Zone Organization in
this regard. He noted that the economic
cycle of the “Pearl of the Persian Gulf’
and the essence of this region depend
on the presence of tourists. Therefore,
all tourism centers must take the lead in
enhancing their service capacities.
Hasannloo stressed that a successful
travel experience leads to repeat vis-
its and the creation of loyal custom-
ers. The CEO of the Kish Free Zone
Organization underscores the facilitation
and removal of obstacles in this area
with the cooperation and involvement of
the private sector.

The Acting Deputy for Tourism praised
the private sector’s participation in this
project, stating that fortunately, tourism
communities and associations have
cooperated effectively on this matter.
It has been decided that all tourism
centers will be standardized under this
project.
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Meeting to Address Obstacles In
the Fields of Exports, Commerce,
Gas,and Petrochemicals

A meeting was held to discuss the obstacles in the fields of exports and
commerce for industries in oil, gas,and petrochemicals located in the Pars
Special Economic Energy Zone.

According to Farina, the meeting was attended by Vahid Talebpour, Director of
Commerce and Export Development at the Secretariat of the Supreme Council for
Free and Special Economic Zones,experts from his management,and managers
of oil,gas,and petrochemical industries,as well as related managers from the Pars
Special Economic Energy Zone Organization.

The main issues related to the export and commerce processes of these units
were examined,and topics such as currency allocation,processes for fulfilling
currency commitments mainly related to past years,statistical registration,and order
registration were among the key subjects discussed in this meeting.

Vahid Talebpour, referencing the high foreign exchange earnings for the country
contributed by the Pars Special Economic Energy Zone,emphasized that addressing
the problems and obstacles faced by units and investors in this special economic
zone is a priority for the Supreme Council’s Secretariat.

He mentioned that this special economic zone has a strategic role in the country’s
gas production and noted,“Fortunately, the Pars Special Economic Energy Zone
Organization,by establishing electronic customs systems,has managed to carry out
a significant portion of its currency commitment fulfillment processes online, making
it a leading special economic zone compared to other special economic zones.”
The Director of Commerce and Export Development at the Secretariat of the Supreme
Council for Free and Special Economic Zones added,One of the Secretariat’'s main
focuses is the preservation and restoration of legal advantages in these zones.
Notable efforts are being made by the Secretary of the Supreme Council and
other colleagues in the Secretariat and the Ministry of Economy to address these
concerns.Among these efforts is resolving the issue of additional value-added tax
for production units located in the zones.

Talebpour also highlighted the ongoing efforts to remove obstacles and facilitate
greater economic activity for the growth of production and exports in free and
special economic zones. He said, “We have had very constructive sessions and
coordination with the respected head of the Customs Administration of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the respected head of the Trade Promotion Organization, and the
respected Secretary of the Supreme Council. Relevant memorandums have been
signed, and common issues are being actively pursued.”

Gas Transfer from Kish and Qeshm
to Bandar Abbas Will Solve Energy
Imbalance Problem

Province said: “One of the solutions
to address the energy imbalance is

Khalil Qasemi, during a Vvisit
to Hormozgan Steel Company

accompanied by Hassan Mamtahan,
Advisor to the Minister of Industry,
Mine, and Trade, stated: Based on
our latest visit to the development
projects of Hormozgan Steel,we are
witnessing satisfactory progress in
these projects. It is expected that
these projects will be completed
according to the schedule provided
by the management of Hormozgan
Steel.

He added: “We have also developed
numerous plans at the provincial level
to address energy imbalances, some of
which are implemented nationally.

Hormozgan Province has significant
experience in  energy  resource
management and optimization, largely
thanks to Hormozgan Steel’'s efforts in
projects such as the reorganization of
Bandar Abbas wastewater and supply of
water to industries, which have shown
good progress.

During a visit last week with the
Governor of Hormozgan to this project, it
was found to be on track for completion
by the next year.”

The Head of the Industry, Mine, and
Trade Organization of Hormozgan

the transfer of gas from Kish Island to
Bandar Abbas.

In this regard, a visit was made with
the Chairman of IMIDRO to this area.
If the industrial sectors cooperate in
the gas transfer just as they did in the
wastewater project,we are confident
that we will be able to supply gas to
Hormozgan Steel and other industries,
preventing electricity and gas outages.
Qasemi noted: Necessary correspon-
dences have been made by the Governor
with the Minister of Oil regarding the gas
pipeline, and a joint meeting will be held
soon to lay the groundwork.

The Sarkhoon and Qeshm refineries
are also key operational scenarios, and
it is anticipated that this project will be
operational within a year.

He emphasized: With the implementation
of the gas transfer project to Hormozgan
Province and the government’s
policy to ensure energy supply for
industries, we will soon address energy
imbalances. Gas supply as a feedstock
for energy-consuming units like the
direct reduction steelmaking units is a
serious priority for the province, with
the Governor seeking the necessary
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approvals from the Minister of Qil.

The Head of the Industry, Mine,
and Trade Organization of Hormozgan
Province said: By leveraging the
capacity and coordination of industrial
sectors and following three scenarios
with IMIDRO,we will use the Sarkhoon
reservoir as a natural gas storage to
save energy in the summer and use it
in the winter.

The second scenario will be gas transfer
from Kish Island, and we will also utilize

the gas reserves around Bandar Abbas
and Qeshm Island to address this issue.
Qasemi concluded:We expect that
large enterprises,which have always
participated in various fields, will support
us in this endeavor as well.

This capacity does not exist in any other
province, and with a collective effort like
the wastewater transfer project, we can
overcome energy imbalances with the
gas transfer to the special economic
zone from the refinery.
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Iran, Oman sigh MOU on preferential
trade, customs cooperation

IranandOmanhavesignedamemorandum
of understanding (MOU) on preferential
trade and customs cooperation.
According to IRIB, the MOU was signed
during the 21st Joint Economic Committee
meeting between Iran and Oman which was
held in Muscat.

This meeting, described by the Iranian
Minister of Industry, Mining, and Trade as
distinct from the previous 20 gatherings,
focused on three key agendas.

Mohammad Atabak, Minister of Industry,
Mining, and Trade, highlighted the signing
of the MOU and elaborated on the meeting’s
agenda.

The first agenda item addressed the
establishment of a preferential trade
agreement and the elimination of tariffs
between the two countries. Atabak stated
that this initiative had been approved, with
implementation set to begin next week.

The second agendaitem involved supporting
joint investments between Iran and Oman.
Atabak announced that both nations had
reached an agreement on this issue.

The third agenda focused on necessary
administrative and customs collaborations
to facilitate trade. The minister noted that
required planning and task allocation
had been completed, and this initiative is
expected to yield results shortly.

In meetings with Omani ministers of trade
and energy and the chairman of Oman’s
investment authority on the sidelines of the
joint cooperation meeting, the two sides
also explored avenues of cooperation in
various areas.

Mousa Farhang, lran’s ambassador to
Oman, stated that several agreements
are in their final stages and are expected
to be concluded during upcoming bilateral
meetings.

Solutions to facilitate cargo transportation
In a meeting with Oman’s Minister of
Transport and Communications, Atabak
explored strategies to facilitate the
transportation of goods, passengers, and
commercial exchanges. This discussion
aimed to expand economic and trade
cooperation between the two nations.

On Wednesday evening, Mohammad
Atabak arrived in Oman as the Iranian
head of the Joint Iran-Oman Cooperation
Committee. The following morning, he held
discussions with Oman’s transport minister
regarding enhanced logistics and trade.

In early July 2024, the former Head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) Mehdi
Zeighami met the director of trade, industry,
and investment development from the
Sultanate of Oman to discuss areas of joint
investment, industrial matters, and financial
affairs between the two countries.

Zeighami said at the time that the first round
of the talks to establish a Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between Iran and the
Sultanate of Oman was held in Muscat.
The trade and economic relations between
the two countries have been consistently
improving in recent years, he said, adding
that the conclusion of the Preferential Trade
Agreement and the establishment of close
trade and economic relations in all fields are
of paramount importance.

He characterized the trade volume between
the two countries in the last Iranian
calendar year (ending March 19, 2024) as
“‘unprecedented”.

He noted that the initiation of the PTA
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between the two countries aligns with
objectives like bolstering economic relations,
augmenting trade volume, creating a safer
environment for trade growth, diversifying
traded goods, fostering greater competition
among businesses, and eliminating trade
obstacles faced by both countries.

Also, abusiness delegation from Oman visited
Iran’s Imam Khomeini Port in southwestern
Khuzestan province in early September
2024 during which they expressed interest in
using the commercial capacities of the port
for expanding economic ties with Iran.
According to Head of Ahvaz Chamber of
Commerce Mohammad-Javad Amani, the
business delegation, who arrived in Khuzestan
on Saturday, visited Khorramshahr and
Arvand Free Trade Zone in order to explore
trade opportunities in the area, the portal of
Iran Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
reported.

During the visit, the two sides concluded
several cooperation agreements, and
the Omani side emphasized increasing
cooperation between the private sectors of
the two countries, Amani said.

Referring to the delegation’s visit to the
Special Economic Zone of Imam Khomeini
Port as the country’s largest grain trading
center, he added: “Port capacities for the
supply of goods, transit, the possibility of
re-exporting, as well as making large private
sector investments in this area were among
the issues that were discussed during the
visit.

According to the head of Ahvaz Chamber
of Commerce, Vvisiting the factories
located in the special economic zone of
Imam Khomeini Port, familiarizing with
the processing products, and examining
the available resources and investment
requirements in this area, were also among
the goals of this economic delegation’s trip
to Imam Khomeini Port.

During their trip to Khuzestan, the members
ofthe Omanibusiness delegation pointed out
the activity of 14 free and special economic
zones in Oman and emphasized the interest
in developing economic cooperation with
Iran, and called for the development of trade
and commercial activities between the two
sides.

The delegation also visited the loading
and unloading operation site of the Imam
Khomeini port and became familiar with the
port capacities in this regard, according to
Amani.

Iran shares land or water borders with
15 countries namely UAE, Afghanistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait,
Kazakhstan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia,

Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Saudi Arabia.
Expanding trade with the neighboring
countries is one of the major plans that the
Iranian government has been pursuing in
recent years.

Iran and Oman have signed two
memorandums of understanding (MOU) to
boost bilateral cooperation and emphasize
the importance of using their national
currencies in mutual trade instead of the
dollar.

The mentioned MOUs were signed during
the two countries’ 20th Joint Economic
Committee meeting in Tehran on December
6, 2023.

One of the MOUs was signed by Ali-Abadi,
and Oman’s Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion Qais Mohammed
Al Yousef on supporting joint investment by
the two sides.

Iran’s Ministry of Industry and Oman’s
Chamber of Commerce also signed an
MOU to boost cooperation in technology as
well.

The two sides have also exchanged views
on ways of expanding cooperation in the
field of fishery and agriculture, deciding to
hold a joint fishery exhibition soon.

During the joint committee meeting,
Ali-Abadi announced Iran’s readiness to
jointly implement key industrial projects
with Oman including the construction of an
industrial park, the establishment of power
plants as well and cooperation in maritime
transport projects among others.

The Omani minister on his part emphasized
the importance of boosting economic and
trade relations between Tehran and Muscat.
During his stay in Tehran, Mohammed Al
Yousef also met with Governor of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBIl) Mohammad-Reza Farzin,
and stressed the importance of using Iranian
and Omani national currencies in mutual
trade.

The Omani official said his country wants
to have a strong presence in establishing
the required infrastructure for banking and
monetary transactions in Iran, implementing
joint projects, as well as making invest-
ments in industrial and mineral projects.
Omani investors are also keen to participate
in energy projects and to develop Iran’s gas
fields, he added.

The top Iranian banker also said that his
country welcomes any measure that helps
boost monetary and banking cooperation
between the two countries.

Farzin stressed the importance of using
national currencies by the two countries in
their mutual trade instead of the dollar as
well.




