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from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, plays a
strategic role in the field of news data analysis in the Kish Free
Zone. As an independent and popular media outlet, this weekly

ROOYFARDHAFTEH

2025 / No.114

>
=
©
>
c
©
—_

Saturday

@ Website:http://rooykardhaftehkish.ir

publication strives to take effective steps to inform society.

Email: rooykardhaftehkish@gmail.com

Kish Expo 2025: A Gateway to Global Trade
and Economic Cooperatlon

The Kish Expo exhibition, set to begin on January
29, 2025, aims to mark a pivotal moment in how
international exhibitions are organizedinliran,focusing
on fostering global trade, investment opportunities,
and expanding Iran’s share in international markets.
With participation from 40 foreign countries, this exhibition
will serve as a powerful platform for both showcasing
Iran’s economic strengths and engaging in international
cooperation across several strategic sectors.

Key Areas of Focus for the Kish Expo

The exhibition is centered around several key export
sectors of Iran, including:

* Oil and Gas

» Automotive and Spare Parts

* Construction and Building Materials

* Information Technology and Communications

* Agriculture and Food Industries

* Handicrafts and Tourism

These sectors are fundamental to the Iranian economy;,
and the exhibition will act as a dynamic setting for
businesses to network, form partnerships, and secure new
business ventures. Moreover, the global trade emphasis
of Kish Expo is reflective of Iran’s strategic push towards
diversifying its economy and boosting non-oil exports,
which is particularly significant in the current global climate
where nations are looking to reduce reliance on oil and

fossil fuels.
One of the central messages highlighted by Mohammad

Reza Qadari, the organizer of the event, is the notion that
investment today is much more than a simple transaction
of buying and selling goods. It involves market sharing,
co-development, and participation in the supply chain.
This aligns with the strategic shift in Iranian policy that
emphasizes sustainable, long-term partnerships over
short-term profits.

The organizers are keen to create an environment
conducive to fair and lasting economic cooperation, in
which investors and businesses from both Iran and the
international community can collaborate. This approach is
particularly relevant as it helps Iran overcome its economic
challenges and strengthen its position in the global supply

chain.
Diverse Program Offerings at the Exhibition
In addition to the main exhibitions, Kish Expo will host

several side events aimed at fostering deeper discussions
on topics such as export promotion, investment
opportunities, and trade relations. These events will
provide a forum for industry leaders, government officials,
and international experts to come together, share insights,
and formulate actionable strategies for enhancing global
cooperation. Key highlights of these side events include:
» Specialized panels focusing on sectors like energy,
technology, and construction

* Networking sessions where businesses can connect
with potential partners from different countries

» Workshops and roundtables dedicated to exploring trade
barriers, investment risks, and opportunities in global
markets

Cultural and Environmental Themes

A significant aspect of Kish Expo will be its cultural
dimension, showcasing the diverse cultures of the Iranian
people and the participating nations. Through cultural
festivals and artistic exhibitions, visitors will gain insights
into the traditions, history, and artistic expressions of Iran
and the wider global community.

Moreover, a special section of the exhibition will focus on
environmental sustainability, showcasing how economic
growth can be balanced with environmental protection.
This aspect is becoming increasingly relevant in a world
where the economic development model is shifting
towards green growth and sustainable investment.
Through this focus, the organizers aim to emphasize
the importance of eco-friendly practices in industries
like energy and construction, as well as the role of
environmental innovation in creating more sustainable

economic models.
Among the prominent sectors, industries like

petrochemicals, steel, and automotive will play a central
role in the exhibition, given their massive contribution
to Iran’s export economy. The IT and communications
sector is also a key highlight, as it is rapidly growing and
positioning Iran as a leader in digital transformation in
the region. Tourism and handicrafts will also take center
stage, with the aim to highlight the rich cultural heritage of
Iran and its growing importance as a tourism hub.

Additionally, the organizers have placed a great emphasis
on ensuring that exhibition booths are designed to meet
modern standards and create a professional environment
conducive to both business discussions and commercial

transactions.
e Role of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs|

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has played a crucial role
in facilitating international participation in Kish Expo. As
Qadari mentioned, the ministry’s economic division was
instrumental in:

* Identifying target countries

+ Coordinating invitations to foreign representatives

* Facilitating visa issuance for international participants
This cooperation has ensured that the exhibition will
have a truly international flavor, representing not only
neighboring countries but also nations from South Asia,
Eastern Europe, and Africa. By bringing together this
diverse group of nations, Kish Expo has the potential
to serve as a catalyst for economic diversification and
international integration for Iran.

Private Sector Involvement and Funding|

An important aspect of Kish Expo is the involvement of the
private sector in funding and organizing the event. Qadari
emphasized that the event is a testament to the power of
private-public collaboration, with most of the exhibition’s
costs being covered by private investors and sponsors.
This approach has allowed the organizers to keep the
exhibition’s financial burden on the government low, while
also demonstrating the economic capabilities of Iran’s
private sector.

Moreover, the organizers’ efficient planning and resource
optimization have set the foundation for the exhibition
to not only succeed in the short term but also create
long-term benefits for both Iranian businesses and the

international community.
A Platform for Future Exhibitions|

Looking ahead, Qadari expressed confidence that this
first edition of Kish Expo will be the foundation for an even
larger, more impactful exhibition in the future. The lessons
learned and the networks established during this event
will serve as the groundwork for future international trade
fairs in Iran, positioning the country as a hub for global
commerce and investment in the region.

The Kish Expo represents an exciting opportunity for Iran
to enhance its international trade relations, showcase
its industrial strengths, and attract foreign investment
across several strategic sectors. Through its combination
of business-oriented discussions, cultural exhibitions,
and environmental initiatives, the event is poised to be
a landmark in the country’s economic development. As
Iran navigates the complexities of the global market, Kish
Expo offers a glimpse into its future as a key player in the
international arena.

By aligning both the public and private sectors in this effort,
the exhibition sets a clear precedent for future initiatives
aimed at transforming Iran’s economy and enhancing its
global standing.

Fars to the Persian Gulf” — The Slogan for the Cyclists’

The gathering of Iranian cycling tourists, under the slogan“Fars to the Persian W
Gulf,” will be held in Kish from the (January 16 to January 20). p
Two hundred cycling tourists from across the country, with the aim of promoting cycling
culture and sports tourism,as well as showcasing the tourist attractions of Kish, will begin
their journey (January 14) from Shiraz and arrive in Kish.

The cycling tourists will stay in Kish for four days, where they will participate in the annual
conference,various tours, and a cycling event around Kish, all aimed at introducing and

exploring Kish’s tourist attractions in more depth.

At 9:30 AM (January 18), the cyclists will organize a public cycling event with the partic-

ipation of local residents.

The event will start at Marina Pier and continue to the Grand Recreational Pier.
This event is being organized by the Kish Free Zone Organization in collaboration with
the Iranian Touring and Automobile Club,the Cycling Association of Fars Province, and

the Cycling Federation of Iran.

Gathering in Kish




The Necessity of Technical and Safety
Certification for Vessels Operating in Kish

Mehdi Emamdad,the Director of Ports and Maritime Affairs of Kish, has
emphasized the necessity of obtaining technical and safety certificates for
vessels operating in Kish. He stated that more than 300 recreational and fish-
ing vessels with capacities greater and less than 1500 GT are registered in
Kish and can operate upon acquiring valid technical and safety certifications.
Emamdad noted that a significant portion of these vessels operate within Kish’s
marine recreational sector.

He clarified that vessel registration does not imply simultaneous operation and that
their activities are contingent upon holding valid technical and safety certifications.
The director of Ports and Maritime Affairs of Kish explained that vessels undergo
inspections during operations and are re-evaluated for certification once their
permits expire to resume activities.

Emamdad called on the owners of recreational vessels who have not yet completed
their registration to finalize their registration process and obtain technical and safety
certificates, especially considering the tourism season and the increase in maritime
tourists in Kish.

He further highlighted that vessels operating through official channels and ports
under the jurisdiction of the Ports and Maritime Organization require valid technical
and safety certificates for transporting export and import goods.

Emamdad confirmed that currently, both domestic vessels and foreign-flagged
vessels entering Kish’s commercial port possess the necessary seafaring capabilities
and technical and safety certificates,allowing them to continue operations following
inspections by the department’s officers and certificate verifications.

The director also mentioned that the average age of registered and active vessels
in Kish’s marine tourism sector is about 18 years,with passenger vessels being
generally older. Emamdad added that the renovation, repair,and construction of
ships fall under the responsibility of the Ministry of Industry, Mine, and Trade.

For passenger vessels and some special vessels, the Ports and Maritime
Organization offers financial assistance known as allocated funds, which owners
can use in domestic shipbuilding or repairs if included in policy directives.
Regarding fuel smuggling with vessels, Emamdad indicated that such activities
involve unauthorized vessels traversing non-official routes beyond the control of the
Ports Organization.

The Potential of Kish
Free Zone to Become
the Financial Hub of the
Country’s Free Zones

The first meeting to explore the financial institutions’potential in the Kish
Free Zone took place with the presence of Reza Masroor,Secretary General
of the Supreme Council of Free and Special Economic Zones,Hossein
Abdeh Tabrizi,a financial institutions consultant,as well as the CEO and
board members of the Kish Free Zone Organization,along with the deputy
and economic managers of the Supreme Council’s Secretariat.

This meeting focused on leveraging the advantages of the Kish Free Zone
and its potential to transform into a financial hub using modern financial
tools, especially in the fintech sector (blockchain and tokenization software
capacities),through the infrastructure of financial institutions.

During the session, it was agreed that the development of financial institutions
and the utilization of Kish Free Zone’s capabilities in financial technologies
would be further discussed in upcoming meetings with the participation of
Abdeh Tabrizi, relevant experts, and the head of the Securities and Exchange
Organization.

Head Coach of Sepahan
Esfahan in Kish, Looking to
Complete the Puzzle

The Golden Wolves (Sepahan) have begun their training session in Kish,
where they are following a rigorous schedule with two training sessions per
day.

Sepahan has brought all their players to the Kish camp, and while the names of
players like Vahdat Hananov, Bryan Dabo, Steven N'Zonzi, and Aboubacar Kamara
have been mentioned as part of the list of potential departures, Coach Carteron has
not yet provided the club with an official list of players leaving. From the coaching
staff’'s perspective, Sepahan needs players in defensive and midfield positions, and
reinforcements are required in these areas.

Carteron has set a condition for players who wish to leave. His condition for
agreeing to a player’s departure is the recruitment of a high-quality replacement for
that position. In this scenario, Sepahan’s management will be allowed to issue the
player’s release letter.

Sepahan Esfahan’s Special Camp: The Golden Wolves Ready for Change and
Transformation

Sepahan football team has traveled to Kish Island to address their weaknesses
and prepare better for the second half of the Persian Gulf Pro League. The Golden
Wolves’ squad, including all players, traveled to the island for a six-day intensive
training camp. While there has been speculation about the departure of certain
players, including Hananov, Dabo, N’Zonzi, and Kamara, Coach Carteron has yet to
submit an official list to the club. He has emphasized that the departure of any player
is contingent upon the signing of a quality replacement. It seems that Sepahan is
focused on strengthening their defense and midfield in the winter transfer window to
ensure a more competitive performance in the remainder of the season.

o]
:
<
=
»
o}
)
-
»
ﬁ
-
m
-
=
@
-

Kepinies

Kienuer

Ll

YLL'ON / S20¢




Strategic document being prepared for
boosting exports from free zones

TEHRAN- The head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) said that
this organization, in cooperation with the Secretariat of the Supreme Council
of Free Trade and Special Economic Zones, is preparing a strategic document
for the development of the export from the free zones.

“In order for the free zones to return to their original position, with the cooperation
and support of the Secretariat of the Supreme Council of Free Trade and Special
Economic Zones, we are trying to turn these zones into export hubs where a part
of the country’s exports is carried out through them”, Mohammad-Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, noted.

The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian
calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March 1990) following the fall in the country’s oil
income in the preceding year which prompted the government to promote non-oil
exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were established in the south of the country.
The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone established in 1368 on Kish Island in the
Persian Gulf and the second one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the
year after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also established in the country since
then, including Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand
in southwestern Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade zones and the establishment of new FTZs
has become one of the major economic approaches of the Iranian government.

ROOYFARDHAFTEH

Exciting Amenities Iin Kish Hotels

Traveling to Kish is considered one of the most luxurious domestic trips in the
country, offering special services to guests to ensure a memorable experience.
The hotel industry in Kish has seen significant advancements over the years,
enhancing the overall travel experience. Upon arrival in Kish, one of the most
noticeable aspects is staying in a hotel with excellent amenities. Here, I'll
introduce you to some exciting amenities offered by Kish hotels, focusing on
the well-known Lilium Hotel to ensure a memorable and budget-friendly trip.
Introducing Lilium Hotel Kish

The Lilium Hotel is housed in an eight-story building with 154 accommodation units.
Its popularity among tourists and visitors stems largely from its strategic location,
providing easy access to recreational and tourist centers. Additionally, the clean and
tranquil environment, coupled with a skilled and professional staff, allows guests to
enjoy a peaceful stay. Opened in 2019, the Lilium Hotel is a four-star establishment
on Kish Island. It offers ocean-view rooms and views of the nearby park. Let’s explore
the hotel’s special services.

Amenities of Lilium Hotel Kish

* Interior Design and Architecture: The hotel’s classic exterior design immediately
attracts attention, while the accommodation units offer beautiful and clean spaces.
Relaxing color schemes, modern amenities, and high-standard furnishings contrib-
ute to its unique decor.

» Restaurants: The hotel features both Iranian and international restaurants, offering
a wide variety of cuisines, including seafood and fast food, ensuring that guests have
diverse dining options.

« Beautiful Cafe: The onsite cafe provides a cozy spot to relax after shopping, with
a menu offering a range of hot and cold beverages, ice creams, and desserts. It's a
perfect place for friendly chats.

* Laundry Services: For guests needing to maintain a professional appearance
during their stay, the hotel offers laundry services, ensuring clothes are cleaned and
pressed promptly.

* Large Reception Hall: The hotel includes a large conference room and a hall capable
of hosting events with up to 500 people, ideal for creating memorable experiences
on the island.

Besides the main amenities mentioned, Lilium Hotel also offers safety deposit boxes,
fax and photocopying services, taxi services, free parking, luggage rooms, unlimited
internet, currency exchange, travel agency services, shopping centers, a traditional
teahouse, and car rentals without a driver. These comprehensive services ensure
guests leave with fond memories of their visit to Kish.
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= The Kish General Sports Council, having hosted 414 sports events,

T h e K I s h G e n e ra I has achieved the first place ranking among the country’s free zones.

According to the Federation of General Sports, the council in Kish Island :

S t C 'I was selected as the top general sports council in the free zones after a .
po r s 0 u n CI year-long performance evaluation.

- - The Kish General Sports Council hosted 414 sporting events, engaging

AC h I eves FI rst P I a Ce 25,752 residents and tourists throughout 2023, and thus secured first place.

Ali Khalili, the President of the National General Sports Federation, praised

Kish Island’s successful efforts in promoting wellness culture, stating that

Among Free Zones Kish has served as a model by maximizing family participation in hosting

sports events.
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Free zones, marine industries
councils 5|gn cooperatlon MOU

A memorandum of understanding (MOU)
was signed between Iran’s Free Zones High
Council and the High Council of Marine
Industries to advance maritime economy
initiatives.

Reza Masrour, secretary of the Free Zones
High Council, highlighted the significance
of the maritime economy during the signing
ceremony, IRIB reported.

He noted that the sector has been neglected
despite the emphasis by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution on prioritizing serious
efforts in this domain.

The official further stated that many critical
and unaddressed issues remain in this area,
including the underutilization of ports for cargo
handling and the incomplete development of
port value chains.

He emphasized the establishment of the
Logistics Council within the High Council of
Free and Special Economic Zones, stating
that efficient management involves the
intelligent utilization of available capacities. He
added that promoting the maritime economy
would significantly contribute to national GDP
growth, and the Logistics Council was created
to support this goal.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO),
in a report released in early October 2024,
underlined the importance of the country’s
maritime capacities and the role that the sector
can play in developing the country’s economy.
According to the report, maritime sector in
Iran has very high capacity in various fields
including trade, ports and shipping due to the
country’s strategic location, long coastal strip
in the north and south and access to open
waters, and can bring economic prosperity to
the country.

“‘About a third of the country’s borders are
water borders, so we cannot ignore port and
shipping activities because for a country that
has long water borders and access to open
waters, the prosperity of shipping and maritime
trade is essential. Therefore, the government
should pay full attention to the strengths and
weaknesses of this sector and make the
best use of the current capacities with proper
planning,” the report read.

Increasing the share of the maritime sector in
the country’s gross domestic product (GDP)
under the framework of the newly proposed
maritime-oriented policy should be one of the
most important concerns of the government,
which can be achieved with proper planning,
the PMO said.

The share of the sea in the gross domestic
product in advanced coastal countries such
as the European Union is 50 percent, but the
figure is not significant in Iran despite having
more than 5,800 kilometers of coastal strip,
and this is despite the fact that there are huge
capacities for the transit of goods from Central

Asian countries.

On December 29, President Masoud
Pezeshkian said that a detailed strategy and
private sector’s contribution is necessary
for transformation in the maritime-oriented
economy.

Making the remarks in a session on the
development of maritime-oriented economy,
the president, while emphasizing the
development of a detailed strategy in this
field, addressed the necessity of the presence
of the private sector in the industries related
to the sea and stated: “For the presence of
the private sector, it is necessary to prepare
and compile the economic frameworks and
commercial annexes of the development
plans of the sea economy.”

He further put emphasis on the high
importance of sea-oriented industries,
especially the shipbuilding industry, and said
the 14th government pays special attention
to sea-related industries and is doing its best
to comprehensively examine the issues,
problems and opportunities facing the country
in this field.

President Pezeshkian has referred to
the government’s prioritizaton of the
maritime-oriented economy and the importance
of the prosperity of this sector on the country’s
growth, development and prosperity, and stated
that the government is determined to implement
maritime-oriented development plans.

In late September, 2024, Vice President
Mohammad RezaArefsaidthe 14thgovernment
is determined to formulate and implement
additional and more comprehensive plans
and programs in the field of maritime-oriented
development.




