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Non-oil export from Bushehr province rises
%11 Iin 10 months on year

The value of non-oil export from
Bushehr province, in the southwest
of Iran, rose 11 percent in the first ten
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2024-January 19,
2025), as compared to the same period
of time in the past year, according to a
provincial official.

Ali  Soleymani, an official with the
province’s customs department, said that
26.543 million tons of non-oil commaodities
worth $10.058 billion were exported from
the province in the ten-month period,
indicating four percent growth in terms of
weight as well.

The official named China, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), India, Pakistan,
Brazil, Iraq, Turkey, Oman, Qatar, and
Bangladesh as the main destinations to
them the products were exported from
the province in the mentioned ten-month
period.

He also announced that 716,000 tons
of goods valued at $2.218 billion were
imported to the province in the first ten
months of the present year, with 22
percent rise in value, and 30 percent
growth in terms of weight, as compared
to the same period of time in the previous
year.

Soleymani named the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), China, Philippines, India, Russia,
Turkey, Sri Lanka, Japan, Malaysia, and
Hong Kong as the major sources of im-
port for the province during the first ten
months of the present year.

As previously announced by the head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), lIran’s non-oil
exports reached approximately $48
billion in the first 10 months of the current
Iranian year, marking an 18 percent
increase compared to the same period
last year.

Foroud Asgari said the country’s total
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foreign trade during this period amounted
to 158.18 million tons, valued at $103.85
billion.

Out of this, exports accounted for
127.4 million tons worth $47.76 billion,
reflecting a 12 percent rise in volume
and an 18 percent increase in value.
China remained Iran’'s top export
destination with $12.3 billion in imports,
followed by Iraq ($10 billion), the United
Arab Emirates ($5.9 billion), and Turkey
($5.5 billion).

During the same period, Iran imported
30.78 million tons of goods worth $56
billion, showing a 3.0 percent decrease
in volume but a 3.0 percent rise in value.
Major imports included $6.3 billion in gold
bullion, $2.3 billion in livestock corn, $1.8
billion in smartphones, and $1.6 billion in
soybean meal.
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Asgari stated that the UAE was Iran’s
top source of imports with $17 billion,
followed by China ($14.4 billion), Turkey
($9.9 billion), and Germany ($1.9 billion).
He also noted a sharp increase in car
imports, with 41,297 vehicles worth $877
million entering the country, marking a
709 percent surge in quantity and a 744
percent rise in value compared to the
same period last year.

Asgari, who also serves as deputy economy
minister, emphasized the role of trade in
bolstering the national economy amid
ongoing international sanctions.

The 11th session of the Supreme Council
for the Development of Non-Oil Exports
was held after a four-year hiatus, with the
participation of Iran’s first vice president
on January 1.

In an exclusive interview with IRIB,
Alireza Dehghan Dehnavi, head of
Iran’'s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), highlighted the significance of
this council, which had been inactive for
nearly four years.

He noted that the council had played
a key role in national decision-making
processes before falling into disuse.
Dehnavi explained that the revival of the
council was prompted during this year’s
National Export Day event, where Masoud
Pezeshkian instructed its reactivation.
With the efforts of the government and
the support of the first vice president
and the minister of industry, mining, and
trade, the groundwork for the council’s
return was laid, culminating in its 11th
session.

The session, chaired by FirstVice President
Mohammad Reza Aref, brought together
all council members to discuss pressing
trade issues. The meeting focused on
three main areas:

The council reviewed the statistical
performance of the country’s non-oil

exports. Dehnavi acknowledged that
Iran’s non-oil trade balance has been
negative in recent years, with a $17
million deficit recorded last year despite
a positive overall trade balance. The Vice
President tasked the TPOI with reversing
this trend by boosting non-oil exports.
The council identified several obstacles
hinderingforeigntrade, includingexcessive
regulations, insufficient infrastructure
for exports (such as transportation and
customs facilities), and challenges in
export-related policies.

Dehnavi emphasized the need to align
monetary and trade policies, as the
former has often overshadowed the
latter. The council resolved to reform
trade policies to address these issues.
Several proposals were approved, including
holding regular council sessions and
establishing provincial export development
task forces led by governors.

These initiatives aim to make export
promotion a nationwide campaign.

The council also discussed a strategic
roadmap for free trade zones, aiming to
transform these areas into export hubs.
The TPO is preparing this document with
council support.

Additionally, collaboration with the private
sector was emphasized to identify and
implement high-impact export projects.
Othertopicsincluded reformsinre-exports
and temporary imports, with a task
force comprising customs, agriculture,
health, and trade organizations formed
to streamline processes. The pricing
of export goods at customs was also
debated, with calls for a review to enhance
coordination among export-related bodies.
The session concluded with plans to
establish  specialized commissions to
maintain continuity between councilmeetings
and ensure effective decision-making in
foreign trade.




Iran committed to fostering Al cooperation

TEHRAN -The combination of talent, data, and
innovation makes Iran a key player in the regional
Artificial Intelligence (Al) value chain, capable
of driving meaningful cooperation and devel-
opment. Iran is committed to fostering regional
cooperation and building a future where Al drives
prosperity and unity, the minister of information
and communications technology has said.
Emphasizing that Iran is a major stakeholder in the
regional digital landscape, Sattar Hashemi said Iran
is a major player in Al in the Persian Gulf, and that
the country is ready to start cooperation with regional
states on this matter.

The official made the remarks while addressing Iran
Corridor 2025 conference held in Dubai, the United
Arab Emirates, on Monday.

He stated that the country’s mobile phone operators
as well as its thriving digital service platforms such
as Snapp! And Digikala, each serving more than 30
million users, provide an abundance of multifaceted
data — an essential ingredient for Al development,
Press TV reported.

Despite facing economic sanctions, Iran has
successfully developed a resilient fintech ecosystem
that continues to thrive and innovate, Hashemi noted.
“Our country’s academic and research capabilities
have propelled us to the forefront of Al advancements.
In 2023, Iran ranked second in the region in terms
of the number and quality of scientific papers in
Al, demonstrating our commitment to cutting-edge
research and development,” he added.

“Iran holds the second position in the region for
Al developers, highlighting the depth of our skilled
workforce, and stands fourth in the region in terms of
the number of Al firms, showcasing our dynamic and
rapidly growing ecosystem,” the Iranian minister con-
tinued.

He underlined that Iranian human capital, available
at competitive costs, is a strategic advantage that
positions Iran as a valuable partner in regional Al
initiatives.

According to Hashemi, by cultivating environments
that encourage collaboration and investment, Persian
Gulf region can be turned into a powerhouse of
Artificial Intelligence excellence, attracting global tech

in region
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giants while strengthening intraregional partnerships
for shared prosperity.

“The Persian Gulf region offers an unparalleled
opportunity to foster Al initiatives that cater to our
collective aspirations.

The region has a pivotal role in evolving the Al
ecosystem, stressing, “This region possesses unique
strengths that position us to harness Al's potential and
become a global digital leader.”

The regional countries lay the cornerstone for
innovation-driven economies that shape the future, as
they increasingly invest in Al infrastructure, Hashemi
stated.

The official went on to propose a strategic framework
for collaboration that leverages the collective
strengths, combining Iran’s skilled human capital and
its infrastructure with the investment capabilities and
infrastructure of the neighboring countries.

“By establishing Al acceleration hubs, facilitating joint
investment in free zones, and enhancing academic
collaboration and elite exchange programs, we can
unlock new opportunities for innovation and economic
growth,” he noted.

Iran Corridor 2025

Iran Corridor 2025 was held on Monday, aimed to
showcase Iran’s communication infrastructure as a
secure route for data transmission in the region.

Iran Corridor 2025 aimed to showcase Iran’s
communication infrastructure as a secure route for
data transmission in the region.

The Iran Corridor aimed to promote regional cooperation
in advancing the Digital Economy by enhancing
interconnected digital infrastructures.

The country plays a strategic role as a vital corridor,
linking regions through terrestrial and submarine
fiber optic networks, and fostering diversity in digital
facilities. This position enables the integration of
regional digital platforms and reliable, high-speed data
communication.

The event explored opportunities for co-investment in
interregional cable systems, leveraging Iran’s role at
the crossroads of Trans-Eurasian corridors: the Middle
East to Central Asia and the Caucasus, the Indian
Ocean to the Caspian Sea, and the Persian Gulf to the
Black Sea.

Implementation and Relocation of the 69
Fath Drilling Rig from the Kish Field Location

The heavy land drilling rig 69 Fath,after10
years of establishment at the onshore location
of the Kish gas field,is being implemented
and relocated with the efforts of specialized
operational teams and the precise application
of safety regulations.

According to Shana,Younes Yousefi,the Director
General of Transportation at the company, stat-
ed that due to the long duration of the drilling rig
69 Fath being set up on the Pony Base in an
environment with very high humidity conditions,
the stages of disassembly and separation of this
rig differ from the conventional methods used for
disassembling the company’s drilling rigs.

He added that the most experienced specialists
in the Transportation Department,who are
responsible for the disassembly, transportation,
installation, and implementation of drilling rigs,
along with experts from drilling operations
management and HSE management, are working
to ensure that the disassembly of the rig is carried
out safely.

The Director General of Transportation at the
National Drilling Company of Iran noted that this
drilling rig is installed on a Pony Base,which is
why its height is 6 meters more than other similar
rigs located at ground level. The severe humidity,
corrosion, and decay have made the disassembly
of pins and connections difficult,especially since
the disassembly is taking place at a higher
elevation than usual.

Yousefi mentioned that the volume of cutting,
welding, and lubricating parts and equipment
is significant, and due to the potential for deep
corrosion, the work must be done with precision
and safety. Adhering to these considerations will
cause the relocation operation to take more time
than the usual relocation of other rigs.

He stated that after the disassembly, the 69 Fath
drilling rig will be transferred to the drilling rig
refurbishment and modernization site in Ahvaz,
and the relocation process will be planned and
executed simultaneously with the disassembly of
the equipment.
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Maritime Exhibition:A Valuable
Opportunity to Introduce Investment
Opportunities in Kish Commercial Port

The 13th Comprehensive Maritime and
Seafaring Industry Exhibition, currently
being held at the Kish International
Exhibition Center, has seen a warm
reception for the booth of the Kish Free
Zone Ports and Airports Development
and Management Company from the
general public at this economic event,
which has a special focus on the
maritime economy.

According  Rooykardhaftehkish, the
introduction of investment opportunities
by the Kish Free Zone Ports and
Airports Development and Management
Company in the three main port
sectors“Commercial, Chark, and Siyadi
Ports”is considered a significant step
towards attracting both domestic and
foreign investors and developing the
infrastructure of the Kish Free Zone in
the maritime and port industry.
Presenting these opportunities atthe 13th
Comprehensive Maritime and Seafaring
Industry Exhibition, as an important na-
tional event, can play a key role in at-
tracting investment and creating con-
structive interactions with stakeholders
in this field, turning it into an attractive
destination for investors and providing a
foundation for economic growth at both
national and regional levels.

The report outlines proposals for
establishing a cold storage facility, a
rest house, packaging and processing
industries, the Tirpark complex, a container
terminal, and a covered warehouse as
investment opportunities in the Kish
Commercial Port sector.

Additionally, investment opportunities in
Chark Port include a “welfare complex
for drivers of light and heavy vehicles,
a rural tourism accommodation, and a
traditional restaurant.”

The report further adds that a “western
culinary tourism pathway at Siyadi Port,
an eastern culinary tourism pathway,
and an ice factory” were unveiled as
investment opportunities in the Kish
Ports sector, in the presence of local and
national officials.

The introduced investment opportunities
in the Kish Ports, in addition to increasing
the commercial and tourism capacities
of the region, could mark a turning point
in transforming the infrastructure of this
island.

These strategic actions will make the Kish
FreeZone anattractivedestinationforboth
domestic and foreign investors,leading
to positive transformations in economic,
social, and environmental domains.
These projects will notonly strengthen the

economic and commercial infrastructures
in the region but will also create new
avenues for growth and prosperity by
attracting both domestic and foreign
investors.

It is noteworthy that increasing production,
exports, and tourism capacity in the region,

creating new job opportunities for local
residents, and achieving sustainable
development while optimizing the
capacities of maritime transport, coastal
tourism, and related industries through
the establishment of these projects will
be realized.
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Maritime Economy Should Not Be
Limited to Slogans and Discourse

Captain Dariush Hamedkhah,the Director
General of the Ports Administration of
the Kish Ports and Airports Development
and Management Company,stated that the
maritime economy should not be confined
to slogans and discourse;rather,this
slogan should be turned into action.
AccordingtotheRooykardhaftehkish,Captain
Hamedkhah emphasized that national and
international events should be organized in
harmony and in line with maritime topics to
witness progress in this field.

He noted thatinternational exhibitions,due to
their specialized nature and connections with
other countries,especially those bordering
the Persian Gulf, hold special significance.
If these maritime events are held annually,
we will certainly see the presence of other
professions in the maritime industry, which
will enhance the quality of the exhibitions.
In another part of his speech, he pointed
out that this year, the maritime exhibition
is being held in Hormozgan Province,
specifically in Bandar Abbas, Bushehr, and
Kish. He recommended that this strategic
event, which can significantly impact the
maritime economy, be hosted once a year
by a province.

The Director General of the Kish Ports
Administration highlighted that it is not

Py

necessary for the host province to be located
in the coastal region of the country, as
many professions in the maritime industry
do not require a presence at sea and are
interconnected in a chain to utilize other
departments and maritime professions.
Captain Darius Hamedkhah stated that
achieving this goal will lead to effective
steps in attracting investors, ensuring that
the maritime cycle remains active.

He identified “knowledge, experience, and
effort” as three important indicators in the

presence of a maritime economy, adding
that having knowledge will allow us to think
academically about issues; experience will
provide the opportunity to utilize existing
capacities, and effort will help us witness
progress and development in this field.
According to Captain Hamedkhah, this
maritime event has brought together all
those who play a role in exhibitions and the
maritime industry, allowing for the realization
of maritime discourse.

‘Iran Corridor’ presents country
as safe digital link

TEHRAN - An international
event titled Iran Corridor 2025
was held on Monday, aimed to
showcase Iran’s communication
infrastructure as a secure route
for data transmission in the
region.

Hosted by Dubai, the event
was held a day prior to
Capacity Middle East, the major
telecommunications conference
in the region, which is being held
from February 4 to 6.

An Iranian delegation led by
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Minister, Sattar
Hashemi, has traveled to Dubai
to take part in the events.
Leading regional operators from
15 countries participated in the
Iran Corridor. Hashemi delivered
a speech focusing on Iran’s
capabilities in the communication
sector as well as strengthening
regional cooperation

The Iran Corridor aims to promote
regional cooperation in advancing
the Digital Economy by enhancing
interconnected digital infrastruc-
tures.

The one-day event served as a
platform to showcase the rapid
advancement in  technology,
innovation, and connectivity via
Iran. As one of the most dynamic
regions for technological growth,
Iran is poised to be at the center of
transformation in the Middle East.
The country plays a strategic role
as a vital corridor, linking regions
through terrestrial and submarine
fiber optic networks, and fostering

diversity in digital facilities. This
position enables the integration
of regional digital platforms
and reliable, high-speed data
communication.

The event explored opportunities
for co-investment in interregional
cable systems, leveraging
Iran’s role at the crossroads of
Trans-Eurasian corridors: the
Middle East to Central Asia and
the Caucasus, the Indian Ocean
to the Caspian Sea, and the
Persian Gulf to the Black Sea.

It emphasized geo-distributed
data centers, Digital Free Zones,
and Internet Exchange Points
(IXPs) while highlighting advanced
technologies like Artificial
Intelligence, cloud computing, and
secure communication systems to
advance digital connectivity.

On the sidelines of the event,
Hashemi is scheduled to hold
meetings with key leaders, who
have participated in the event,
from across the globe.

Status of ICT in Iran

The Ministry of Information
and Communication Technology
is the highest authority in the field
of ICT in the country. All activities
related to the information and
communication technology industry
are directly related to the ministry.
The government pays special
attention to plans and policies in
this sector in order to maximize
the use of ICT to facilitate people’s
lives.

The successful designing, building,
and launching of a satellite show the

growth of the national technology
and scientific power of a country.
Space technology has been
considered a tool to expand
prosperity, peace, scientific-cultural
development, and economic
progress in human societies.
Different nations of the world
exploit this technology in some
way based on their capacity,
capabilities, and efforts.
Currently, 13 universities and a
research institute affiliated to the
Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology are offering
aerospace majors, thus Iran
has a high capability in training
specialists and experts in the
aerospace sector and is a leading
country in the region.

Access to telecommunication
services inrural areas of the country
had improved over the period as
the overall number of villages
with access to communication

services rose to 52,182, around
93 percent of all villages, while
47,837 villages had access to
home landline services.
Moreover, the number of Iranian
mobile users reached nearly
135.890 million, according to the
CRA which put the mobile phone
penetration rate in the country at
161.67 percent.

The figures showed, however,
that fixed broadband adoption in
Iran had stalled at 14 percent with
nearly 11.921 million customers
having access to the Internet via
those services.

This statistic shows that fixed
broadband internet has grown
by less than 2 percent compared
to last year and mobile internet
has experienced a growth of 10
percent. However, it can be said
that the speed of mobile internet
expansion is 5 times the speed of
fixed internet.




