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The third Caspian Economic Forum kicked of

The third Caspian Economic Forum
kicked off in Tehran on Monday with
the presence of the officials of the
Caspian Sea littoral states.

The two-day event is being held with the
aim of presenting solutions to increase the
economic and commercial cooperation
between the Caspian Sea littoral states.

According to Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), Akbar Godari, Director
General for Central Asia, the Caucasus,
and Russia at the TPO, the key topics
include healthcare, energy, finance,
tourism, investment in free trade zones,
and logistics.

Godari noted that Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization has organized seven
specialized panels for the first day of
the event, covering areas such as trade,
industry, and agriculture (Ministry of
Industry, Mine, and Trade); economic,
customs, banking, and investment
cooperation (Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Finance); transportation, transit, and
engineering services (Iran’s Transport
and Urban Development Ministry);
environmental, health, and tourism co-
operation (Department of Environment);
energy collaboration, including oil, gas,
electricity, and renewables (Ministry of
Oil and Ministry of Energy); scientific
and technological cooperation (Vice

e .
Georgié. . 7

—

-

Presidency for Science and Technology);
and discussions among the heads of
chambers of commerce (Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture).

On the second day, the prime ministers
of the five Caspian littoral states will sign
a final declaration outlining measures to
strengthen cooperation and implement
agreements through periodic ministerial

follow-ups.

The first Caspian trade and economic
cooperation agreement was signed in
August 2018 in Kazakhstan and ratified
by Iran’s Parliament in January 2023.
Under Article 5 of the agreement, the
Caspian Economic Forum is to be held
periodically in each of the coastal nations.
The inaugural Caspian Economic Forum
and exhibition took place in August

2019 in Awaza, Turkmenistan, with the
participation of prime ministers and trade
delegations.

The second forum was held in Moscow in
October 2022, attended by Iran’s former
First Vice President Mohammad Mokhber
and other leaders. During that meeting, it
was agreed that Iran would host the third
edition in 2024.

Kish: A Showcase of Iranian Culture and Art

A meeting between the
CEO of the Kish Free Zone
Organization and the island’s
cultural and artistic community
was held with an enthusiastic
turnout of artists. The event
brought good news and new
decisions aimed at advancing
the cultural development of
Kish Island.

Mohammad Kabiri emphasized
that culture is the cornerstone of
societal development. He stated
that in any society where culture
has been prioritized, social and
economic progress has inevita-
bly followed.

Referring to the cultural and
artistic potential of the island, as
well as the residence of many
artists in Kish, Kabiri described
this presence as a valuable
asset.

He stressed the importance of
ensuring that Kish becomes
the capital of life for cultural and
artistic personalities, highlighting
the need for thoughtful planning
to achieve relative satisfaction
among the artists and
professionals in this field.

Kabiri underscored Kish’s key
role in showcasing Iranian culture
on national and international
stages, stating that the island
could serve as a showcase for
Iranian culture and art.
Tofulfillthis vision, he emphasized
the need to remove subjective

restrictions within the framework
of laws and regulations and to
pave the way for cultural and
artistic activities on the island.
Kabiri further announced plans
to organize 52 cultural and ar-
tistic events throughout the 52
weeks of the year.
He stated that each season will
feature a national-level event in
Kish, aiming to establish the island
as a significant hub for cultural
happenings in the country.
During the meeting, Kabiri issued
directives to ensure that the
official gifts procured by the
Kish Free Zone Organization
would consist exclusively of
productions by local artists.
Additionally, priorities for the
participation of local artists in
Kish’s and provincial festivals
were emphasized.
Another prominent decision
made during the event was the
transformation of the Kish Prime
Ministerial Palace into a museum
to showcase high-quality artistic
works. Kabiri revealed that some
of these works have never been
displayed to the public before.
Furthermore, it was decided
that three additional museums
would be opened in Kish’s
historical buildings within the next
six months. Complementing
these efforts, a historical French
market will host an artistic
musical event before Nowruz.

Kabiri also announced the launch
of the largest archaeological
excavation of the ancient city
of Harireh, set to begin in early
next year.

He described the initiative as a
significant step in rediscovering
and revitalizing the historical
identity of the island.
Additionally, Kabiri disclosed
plans for Kish to become one of
the principal venues for major
art auctions in the country. This
initiative aims to create new
opportunities for artists and
economic stakeholders in the art
industry.

Among the longstanding
demands of the island’s cultural
and artistic community has been
the establishment of a House of
Artists. In this meeting, Kabiri
instructed that the facility should
be inaugurated alongside the
start of the new year.

The CEO of the Kish Free Zone
Organization also declared that
state intervention in competing
with the private sector is a “red
line”for the organization. He
emphasized that none of the
organization’s employees or
salaried staff would be permitted
to engage, directly or indirectly,
in competition with private
stakeholders.
Hestressedthattheorganization’s
role in hosting cultural and
artistic events would primarily

be as a facilitator and supporter,
while the responsibility for exe-
cution would rest with the private
sector.

In conclusion, Kabiri reaffirmed
the organization’s previous
commitments in the field of
culture and art, which include
the launch of a black-box theater
by the end of the year, an update
to the database of Kish artists,
facilitating the establishment of a
cultural and artistic cooperative,
and incorporating artists’
perspectives into the development
plans for Kish Island.

This meeting, which lasted over

four hours, provided a warm and
collaborative environment where
artists and cultural figures shared
their concerns and challenges.
The adopted decisions mark
another step forward in Kish’s
journey to becoming a cultural
and artistic hub in the country.
The new management approach,
which focuses on supporting
artists, expanding cultural spaces,
and creating a conducive
environment for artistic talent,
promises to nurture and amplify
the island’s cultural and artistic
prominence.




Tehran, Doha discuss expansion of economic,
financial ties

During a meeting between Iranian
Finance and Economic Affairs
Minister Abdolnaser Hemmati and
Qatari Minister of Finance Ali Ahmed
Al-Kuwari, the two sides discussed
the ways to expand the economic and
financial relations between the two
countries.

The meeting was held on the sidelines
of the AlUla Conference for Emerging
Market Economies, held in AlUla city.
The AlUla Conference for Emerging
Market Economies is an annual economic
policy conference, held in AlUla, Saudi
Arabia, organized by the Ministry of
Finance of Saudi Arabia and the IMF
Regional Office in Riyadh.

The 10th Iran - Qatar Joint Economic
Committee meeting concluded on
December 12,2024, in Doha, with officials
from both nations pledging to enhance
bilateral economic ties and increase
trade to $1.0 billion annually.

The meeting, co-chaired by Iran’s Minister
of Energy Abbas Ali-Abadi and Qatar’s
Minister of Commerce and Industry
Sheikh Faisal bin Thani bin Faisal Al
Thani, focused on expanding cooperation
across multiple sectors, including energy,
infrastructure, and trade.

The event featured four specialized
committees: Trade (covering commerce,
banking, and insurance), Infrastructure
(transport, agriculture, and ICT), Social and
Cultural (tourism, health, and research),
and Energy (water, electricity, oil, and
gas). Over 60 representatives from public
and private sectors of both countries
participated in the discussions.
Ali-Abadi emphasized the strategic
importance of the partnership, saying,
“Today’s economicrelations between Iran
and Qatar require a strategic outlook.” He
noted that current trade between the two
countries stands at approximately $200
million annually, with plans to increase it
fivefold to $1 billion in the near future.
The official further highlighted a significant
energy project involving a 200-kilometer
undersea power line to connect Iran and
Qatar’s electricity networks. Initiated in
March 2023, the feasibility study is in its
final stages, with implementation set to
follow approval.

“This project will revolutionize power

transfer between the two nations
during peak demand periods and enable
electricity transit to third countries,”
Ali-Abadi stated.

He also expressed Iran’s readiness to
welcome Qatari investors, envisioning
mutual investments of at least $1 billion
annually. Key focus areas include energy,
transport, free trade zones, tourism,
healthcare, and agriculture.

The Iran-Qatar Joint Economic
Committee, established in 1995, has
facilitated significant achievements,
particularly in water and electricity
sectors. The 10th session underlined
both nations’ commitment to translating
agreements into tangible outcomes and
fostering regional cooperation.

At the end of the meeting, the two sides
signed a comprehensive cooperation
document to determine the framework of
cooperation in the coming year.
Speaking in an online meeting with
Saleh Alkhulaifi, the deputy Industry
and Commerce minister of Qatar, in
late November 2024, Mohammad-Ali
Dehghan Dehnavi, the head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO),
said that Iran seeks to reach one billion
dollars in annual trade with Qatar.
Referring to the extensive political
and cultural relations between the
two countries, Dehghan Dehnavi said:
“Despite the efforts of both sides,
economic relations between Tehran
and Doha have not reached the desired
level.”

“Fruits and food products are Iran’s top
exported items to Qatar, and it cannot be
expected that the trade between the two
countries will exceed one billion dollars
with the export of such products, the
official said.

According to the TPO head, the challenges
in developing trade with Qatar are clear,
and Iran is trying to increase the volume
of trade with Qatar by developing a
well-considered and coherent work plan.
Alkhulaifi for his part stated that the
strict customs regulations in Qatar
affect all countries, saying: “We will
work to expedite the clearance of Ira-
nian goods from Qatari ports and issue
visas to Iranian businessmen, and we
hope that the prospect of a billion-dollar

trade between the two countries will be
realized in the near future.”

During a meeting between Iran’s Energy
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi and Qatar’s
Ambassador to Iran Saad Abdullah Saad
Al Mahmoud Al Shareef, at the place of
the ministry in Tehran, in mid-November
2024, the two sides discuss the ways to
expand economic and trade ties between
the two countries.

In this meeting, the lranian minister
emphasized the implementation of the
economic cooperation documents signed
by the two sides and offering necessary
facilities to the traders and those active in
the economy sector.

Addressing the same meeting, Reza
Jabari, an Iranian MP and also the
chairman of lran-Qatar Friendship
Group, referred to the scientific, technical
and economic potential and capacities
of Iran and called for the facilitation of
the relation between Iranian and Qatari
traders.

In early October 2024, high-ranking
officials from Iran and Qatar signed six
cooperation documents in the fields of
trade and economy, culture, education,
sports, and agriculture.

The documents were signed during an
official visit to Doha by Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian.

Iran’s Minister of Energy Abbas Ali-Abadi,
who is the Iranian head of the Iran-Qatar
Joint Economic Committee, was also

present at the signing ceremony.

The documents were inked by the Iranian
and Qatari ministers of energy, foreign
affairs, and sports and youth affairs
Onthesidelines ofthe Iranian delegation’s
visit to Doha, the Iranian energy minister
met with Mohammed bin Hamad bin
Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani, the Qatari
minister of commerce and industry, who
is the Qatari head of the two countries’
Joint Economic Committee.

In this meeting, Ali-Abadi emphasized
the need for joint investment and
production by the private sectors of the
two countries.

Ali-Abadi also held a meeting with Qatari
Minister of State for Energy Affairs Saad
bin Sherida Al Kaabi in Doha, in which the
two sides stressed the need to finalize
feasibility studies about the connection of
the electricity grids of the two countries.
Also, the issue of exporting technical,
energy and engineering services from
Iran to Qatar was raised by Iran’s minister
of energy, which was welcomed by the
Qatari side.

The lIranian official invited his Qatari
counterpart to visit Iran to learn about the
country’s high potential and capability in
the electricity industry.

Joint-venture investment using the
capabilities of the two countries in the field
of electricity was among the other topics
discussed at the meeting.

Kish, a haven

Kish Island, located in the Persian Gulf
in southern Iran, has gained recognition
not only for its pristine environment and
clean climate but also for its thriving
health-oriented tourism.

According to rooykardhaftehkish,With
its state-of-the-art medical facilities
and a commitment to providing quality
healthcare services, Kish Island has
become a destination for those seeking
both relaxation and medical treatments.
While medical services are an integral
part of health tourism, Kish Island offers
much more. The island’s healthcare
facilities, particularly in the field of dentistry,
have gained recognition for their excep-
tional services provided to the general
public.

Among the notable establishments on

for health-oriented tourism and clean climate

the island is Dr. Maryam Aghaei’s dental
clinic, which offers a wide range of dental
services using the latest technology and
techniques.

Located in Kish Island’s Rodaki Street,
Roya Mall, Unit 206, this clinic enjoys
state-of-the-art digital dental equipment
and a modern high-quality laboratory.
Equipped with the latest tools and
technologies, Dr. Maryam Aghaei’s clinic
offers a comprehensive range of services
with utmost precision and efficiency.

Dr. Maryam Aghaei’s dental clinic
specializes in various dental treatments
that cater to the diverse needs of patients.
From cosmetic dentistry, composite
fillings, zirconium coatings, and ceramic
laminates with the renowned Luminers
brand to orthodontics and advanced

implant procedures, the clinic ensures
that visitors can achieve a beautiful

smile while enjoying their health tourism
experience.
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Iran ready to develop Caspian Sea-
Persian Gulf corridor infrastructure

Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade Mohammad Atabak said: “Iran
declares its readiness to develop the
infrastructure of the Caspian-Persian
Gulf corridor and create the necessary
facilities for the establishment of
logistics bases and the exploitation of
Iran’s southern ports for the Caspian
Sea littoral states.”

Making the remarks in the third Caspian
Economic Forum, the official stated:
“The activation and development of
infrastructure in upgrading corridors and
logistics and digitalization of processes,
creation of joint industrial and technology
parks, facilitation of financial and banking
exchanges based on the successful
experiences of members based on
the national currency of the Caspian
countries, creation of green customs
corridors and joint free zones, according
to the successful experiences of member
countries in the field of understanding
of long-term bilateral or multilateral
cooperation were emphasized in the
event.”

The third Caspian Economic Forum
kicked off in Tehran on Monday with the
presence of the officials of the Caspian
Sea littoral states.

The two-day event is being held with
the aim of presenting solutions to

increase the economic and commercial
cooperation between the Caspian Sea
littoral states.

According to Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), Akbar Godari,
Director General for Central Asia, the
Caucasus, and Russia at the TPO, the
key topics include healthcare, energy,
finance, tourism, investment in free trade
zones, and logistics.

Godari noted that Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization has organized seven
specialized panels for the first day of the
event, covering areas such as trade,
industry, and agriculture (Ministry of
Industry, Mine, and Trade); economic,
customs, banking, and investment
cooperation (Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Finance); transportation,
transit, and engineering services (lran’s
Transport and Urban Development
Ministry); environmental, health, and
tourism cooperation (Department of
Environment); energy collaboration,
including oil, gas, electricity, and
renewables (Ministry of Oil and Ministry
of Energy); scientific and technological
cooperation (Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology); and discussions among
the heads of chambers of commerce
(Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines, and Agriculture).

On the second day, the prime ministers
of the five Caspian littoral states will sign
a final declaration outlining measures to
strengthen cooperation and implement
agreements through periodic ministerial
follow-ups.

The first Caspian trade and economic
cooperation agreement was signed in
August 2018 in Kazakhstan and ratified
by Iran’s Parliament in January 2023.
Under Article 5 of the agreement, the
Caspian Economic Forum is to be
held periodically in each of the coastal

nations.

The inaugural Caspian Economic Forum
and exhibition took place in August
2019 in Awaza, Turkmenistan, with the
participation of prime ministers and trade
delegations.

The second forum was held in Moscow
in October 2022, attended by Iran’s
former First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber and other leaders. During that
meeting, it was agreed that Iran would
host the third edition in 2024.

Audience Analysis of the Press in the Field of
Information Dissemination

Written media, particularly nationwide newspapers
and magazines, enjoy greater trust among
audiences due to the nature of journalism and
their long-standing history in professional media
practice.

Many people still prefer to follow important news or
analytical articles through written media because these
outlets symbolize accuracy and authenticity in the field
of information dissemination.

According to the report by “Ruykardehaftekish,” one of
the most notable advantages of written media, such as
newspapers, magazines, and books, is the longevity of
the content they deliver.

When a piece of content is published in print, its
physical and tangible nature makes it more memorable
for the audience, unlike online content, which is often
fleeting in impact.

Many online contents, despite their quick accessibility
after publication, are forgotten just as quickly. Therefore,
it is crucial to acknowledge that content published
through written media still holds a special place as a
dependable reference for the target audience.
Certainly, reading written resources requires more
focus and time, which is why news disseminated
through written media tends to leave a deeper impact
on its audience. On the other hand, in the digital realm,
access to content is faster and often fleeting, leading
to generally lower levels of interaction with published
content.

One of the significant characteristics of written media is
its ability to reach a specific target audience through its
distribution network.

For example, a local newspaper or a specialized
magazine can easily identify its audience and tailor,
print, and distribute suitable content accordingly.

In contrast, online media and social networks lack this

capability. Written media, due to its targeted approach
to audience analysis, offers a distinct advantage over
online platforms, which often suffer from audience
fragmentation.

Online media offers the ability to publish news faster
and more up-to-date. This feature is particularly crucial
for breaking news, as it helps quickly capture the
audience’s attention.

The internet provides a platform that enables access
to online media from anywhere in the world, which is a
significant advantage.

Moreover, online media can combine textual, visual,
audio, and video content, offering a broader range of
information and appealing to diverse interests.

Many analysts believe that written and online media
are not competitors but rather complement each other.
While online media is suitable for instant updates
and widespread accessibility, written media excels in
offering in-depth analysis, comprehensive reports, and
articles with enduring value.

Striking a balance between these two essential media
tools could be the best approach. Written media can
provide the necessary detail and depth to the audience,
while online media offers rapid dissemination and
broader accessibility.

A professional perspective on both written and online
media requires understanding their distinct features,
capabilities, and audiences.

At the same time, measuring their impact should be
based on the target audience, type of content, and
media objectives.

The role of written media, such as newspapers, is
not only to ensure the longevity of content but also to
establish unparalleled credibility and authenticity. It is
essential to acknowledge that each of these two media
types has its own unique position, and their professional
interaction can lead to greater efficiency.

The choice of the right medium depends on the type of
message, the target audience, and the ultimate goal.
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Iran’s free trade zones target
$2b in exports

Iran’s Free Zones High Council has set
a target of $2.0 billion in exports for
the next Iranian calendar year (starting
late March), with plans to remove legal
barriers and introduce new incentives
to boost trade, Secretary of the Council
Reza Masrour said on Saturday.

Masrour stated that regulatory restrictions
in free trade zones have hindered their
intended function in recent years.

He pointed to past policies, such as the
ban on vehicle imports into free zones
while allowing them in mainland Iran, as an
example of such constraints.

However, recent government efforts have
led to the removal of several limitations.

A key issue affecting businesses in free
trade zones has been the value-added tax
(VAT) imposed since 2021, which has posed
challenges for economic operators.
Masrour noted that a proposal to amend this
law has been submitted to the government.
He emphasized the council’s focus on
enhancing the exportrole of free trade zones,
as a significant portion of their production
has historically been directed toward the
domestic market, contradicting their core
purpose. The new policy framework aims
to steer businesses toward export-driven
production.

Export incentives and development plans
Masrour highlighted that while free
trade zones are more service - and
commerce-oriented, special economic
zones focus primarily on production and
exports.

Over the past 10 months, exports from free
zones totaled around $1.0 billion, compared
to $10 billion from special economic zones.
To improve export performance, new
incentives have been introduced for production
units engaged in exports.

Additionally, the council has partnered with
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
to establish export management companies
in free zones to facilitate international trade.
The council aims to increase free trade zone
exports to $2.0 billion next year, supported by
simplified regulations, investment incentives,
and enhanced economic attractiveness.
Masrour reported that foreign investment in
free zones reached €125 million in the past
10 months, while special economic zones
attracted €131 million.

Given the zones’ potential, he expects these
figures to rise in the coming year, he added.

Crackdown on smuggling and changes in
trade policies

Masrour addressed concerns about
smuggling in free zones, stating that all
import processes are recorded in official
systems. He denied reports of fuel smuggling
and claimed that contraband trade in free
zones is minimal, with customs and law
enforcement agencies actively monitoring
compliance.

He also announced a shift in trade exhibition
policies, stating that foreign exhibitions,
which were previously held outside free
zones, have been limited due to high costs.
Moving forward, exhibitions will be held
exclusively within free trade zones, ensuring
they target relevant markets and yield better
economic results.

Expansion into technology and Eurasian
trade ties

The official revealed plans for a greater
emphasis on technology in free trade
zones, including the launch of a metaverse
platform by the end of the year and initiatives
to connect domestic manufacturers with
knowledge-based companies.

He also mentioned the development of an
Al assistant tailored for free trade zones.
On international cooperation, he proposed
the establishment of a Supreme Eurasia
Trade Council within Iran’s Foreign Ministry
to strengthen ties with regional economic
blocs.

He noted ongoing discussions with Turkey and
Pakistan about creating joint free trade zones,
although such projects require parliamentary
approval.

Masrour concluded by affirming the council’s

commitmenttoenhancingthecompetitiveness
of free trade zones, increasing exports,
and minimizing smuggling, with continued
government collaboration to improve policies
and investment conditions.

The establishment of free trade zones
(FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian
calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March
1990) following the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding year which
prompted the government to promote non-
oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country.
The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish Island in the
Persian Gulf and the second one was
Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the
year after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the country since
then, including Chabahar in southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand in
southwestern Khuzestan Province, Anzali in
northern Gilan Province, Aras in East-Azarbai-
jan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of the country.
As the free trade and special economic
zones have great potential to accelerate
economic development, the development
of existing free trade and special economic
zones and the establishment of new zones
has become one of the major economic
approaches of the Iranian government, and
the government is determined to attract
investment to these zones.
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